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(Continued from the last newsletter issue.)

Depending on our chanting efforts, we will be reborn in one of the nine grades [of the three classes] in
one of the Four Lands of the Western Pure Land. We need to reflect on our effort. There is no need to
consult with others to tell the grade and land we will be reborn into. That is,

By chanting the Buddha’'s name with deep faith and an earnest vow, yet with a scattered mind, we will
be reborn in the lower grade of the lower class.

By chanting the Buddha’s name with deep faith and an earnest vow and with a diminishing scattered
mind, we will be reborn in the middle grade of the lower class.

By chanting the Buddha’'s name with deep faith and an earnest vow and with a concentrated mind,
we will be reborn in the upper grade of the lower class.

By chanting with one mind undisturbed, and without being impacted by any greed, anger, and
ignorance, we will be reborn in one of the middle three grades.

By chanting with one mind undisturbed, eradicating the afflictions from thoughts and external stimuli,

and overcoming the afflictions from ignorance, we will be reborn in the upper three grades.
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Therefore, faithful Buddha-name chanting with a sincere vow will enable us to be reborn in [one of]
the nine grades.

Furthermore, if we faithfully chant with an earnest vow and overcome karmic obstructions, but still
with delusion, we will be reborn in the Land Where Saints and Ordinary Beings Dwell Together;
If we faithfully chant with an earnest vow and eradicate the afflictions that arise from deluded thoughts,
we will be reborn in the Land of Expedient Liberation;
If we faithfully chant with an earnest vow and are able to eradicate some levels of delusion, we will be
reborn in the Land of Real Reward,
If we faithfully chant with an earnest vow and uphold the practice all the way to perfection such that all
delusion is eradicated, we will be reborn in the Land of Eternally Quiescent Light.
Therefore, upholding Buddha-name chanting will enable us to attain rebirth in one of the Four Lands.
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The library’s sixth anniversary celebration effortlessly
ended after a one-day chanting retreat. The library has
now been open for six years and all its operations
have been in order. We have not had ambitious goals.
We just earnestly practice on our own. Our remaining
energy is dedicated to offering opportunities for
newcomers to learn Buddhism, and to circulating the
Dharma materials.

Besides this ongoing circulation of Dharma materials
as well as Buddha and Bodhisattva statues, the
Sunday chanting practice and lunch-time Dharma
lectures, the Buddhism Class for Children and the

A$+(a]R &1 1T9#ce D6&#»°" (4/2/2009) Chinese Culture Class for Children have all been
Ven. Master Chin Kung energetically lectured in welcomed bY the parents. This year, we began to offer
Tainan. the Introduction to Buddhism class to inmates and the

class has become a regular offering of the library.
3

In the last a few visits to the Stateville Correctional

Center, Bert taught “Taking the Three Refuges” to the

inmates. To encourage the inmates to return to and

rely on the triple jewels, | asked Bert to announce that

if there were two or three inmates who would like to

formally take the refuges, | would arrange for

venerable, after going through the security clearance,

to visit the correctional center with Bert and conduct

the ceremony. Having lost their freedom, the inmates

will find it very difficult to have the opportunity to visit a

venerable and request that they take the three refuges.

Reflecting on ourselves, while we appear to befree,

we too are severely bound by worldly affairs and keep

reborn in samsara. If we do not seek to transcent it,  j<#os*0 "+A(]R (1 D6#a - :& 1:&9s) O

when have we had or will be able to have true freedom? eA®©@]R (16 D6:Uxce A $- ) .+9s(epF
(4/1/2009)

Beyond my regular duties at the library, | had the good  Director Lin pictured with Ven. Master Zhen-hua,

fortune to invited a second time to participate in the front-left, and Ven. Master Min-zhe, front-right.

“World Buddhism Forum” in China this March. | represented the library and published an article for

our working report. The most fruitful experience, though, was that | had the opportunity to become

acquainted with some senior Buddhist masters.
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The ancient sages said: “Teaching verbally is not as good as teaching by self demonstration.” During

the Forum days, | had the good fortune to eat at the same table as Venerable Chin-hai, Venerable
Zhen-hua and Venerable Min-zhe. | deeply felt the
compassionate aura emitting from their conversation
and realized and recognized the precious value of the
Sangha. After the Forum, | went to Tainan to meet
with Venerable Master Chin Kung and listened to his
two lectures. He is still very healthy and energetic, and
truly is our role model.

We are concerned with shortness of our lifespan and
with the sufferings in our world. Why don’'t we learn
from these worry-free older senior masters, and
diligently practice?

o i A Amituofo!
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gathering where the pagoda of the Many Treasure

Buddha manifested by the Buddha Sakyamuni
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Dharma Teaching for Inmates (3)

*<#&E4" » (Editor's Room)
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As we previously reported, Bert Tan has been visiting the Stateville Correctional Center, one of the
maximum security facilities in Illinois. He is offering basic Buddhism classes to the inmates. The class
has naturally evolved into a regular program. Bert finally obtained the security clearance by the IL
Department of Corrections this month (May) and is now a regular volunteer chaplain. The classes will
meet once every other week.

(Continue on next page)
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Happy Birthday, Library!!

[ $8@7 The First Step ]

b “%z* 345F ME® / “li £506 a G (Materials)
“"DEA ME@ %{.$0)L1i%1 L-jz =% @ % O] AP flour 1 cup
% O?2UPphAsa ME""DO& Ppz L& @ %1 ®—a [ Cake flour 2/3 cups
* :,“4Z_D6 +. O<Xf4& \'g z* hAM ( 5z&!« 1% ®—ao] (Clﬁgv’j‘eg?g]‘l%r) 1/3 cups
"EF jAel«l *0Z 86M6u4e :9'g 5 2% ©+#U | Baking soda 1tsp
+ D6!0* -50PphAq4 MEPphA [?0 +#U | salt 2 tsps
I« G %W+® | “N D6(, & “0pZ " "D #—Aa0] Shortening Ya cup
40 —8B6B7dY M N&! ©f White sugar .1cup
. . Eggs 2 pieces
1. Preheat oven to 345F. Grease the x+4& ©+#U | Vanilla extract - 11sp
bottoms of three 8-inch round pans. Z€ ©fw Milk 1% cups

ogaplrwnN

In a medium mixing bowl, sift together flour, cocoa powder, baking soda, and salt. Set aside.

In a large mixing bowl, cream shortening and sugar until light and fluffy; beat in eggs and vanilla.

Beat in the dry ingredients (from 2 above), alternating with the milk, until combined.
Split batter evenly into the three prepared pans.
Bake at 345F for 40 minutes on the center rack of your oven, set aside to cool completely.

(Continue on next page)
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[$8 7 The Second Step ]
G (Materials) Ei 4&(* ® (dYl. & D6 C(,©
i a —ao[ Cherry juice vcup | )DEE&+W M
eb a0 Butter v | EEDZ*="4Z D6 +%i&! O?0D6\g z* h
(ex) (room temperature) AM
%1&! ®[w Powdered sugar 3 Y cups PN * —a N x5 = —A
20 O0f | salt 1 pinch ET U D60!: %FA)IDG UA MaF a
E+i o( w Pitted Bing cherries 1y P b S; ,'$- D6 | - %i&!l - M
(u) (drained) 2eans | EFT*00 Pp fil« G D6 fh—6N&® .
& D6AE® 6%aM
1. Drizzle the cherry juice onto each layer of cake. Set aside to let the flavor set in.
2. In a medium mixing bowl, cream the butter until light and fluffy; add the powdered sugar and salt; beat
until smooth.
3. Pat the cherries between 2 sheets of paper towel, then add to the mixture. Beat on low until incorporated.
(If the mixture is too thin, add a few spoonfuls of powdered sugar.)
4. Spread first layer of cake with 1/3 of this mixture. Stack another layer on top of this. Repeat spreading

with the remaining layers.

[ $2®7 The Third Step ]

E 1,900(, & 1( =) xI«#, Jem M E » G (Materials)
6& (,&7A1-UFex 1] C D6 E ] %00 i bittersweet chocolate chips 90z
% +(, : 901, i D6 -U Y, * %50 » 8& cream O] heavy cream 1 cup
S*0»8& PphA D6dY¥a$7x+&~ Ma-UOz* 8Rt *f D6E]JEA,E&® .&l««
&t M

1. Place chocolate chips into a heat-resistant bowl. Set aside.

2. In a small saucepan over low heat, slowly stir the cream until it boils.

3. Pour into the chocolate chips' bowl.

4. Stir with a fork until well blended, then let cool until slightly firm.

5. On the lowest setting of an electric mixer, beat the chocolate until it turns a lighter brown.

6. Cover the sides of the cake.

[ $&# 7 The Fourth Step ]

G (Materials) J,.&V 1«5-&e 019t D6Ei lyot
Fi6R o ©( Cocktail cherries lcan | v C/«< DE Ej al« i J,. & £50!«
E+i D6 U w( Pitted Bing cherries, drained Yacan | P Fvy Cl«< "mD M

1. Alternating the Bing and cocktail varieties, arrange a ring of cherries along the border of the chocolate
frosting and the cherry filling that is on the top layer.
2. Arrange any leftovers around the bottom edge.
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