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Quote from Zen Master Pansan
What Practitioners Should Avoid the Most: Gossip
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The worst thing Buddhist practitioners can do, and thus should avoid, is gossip. Also,
they should not talk about things that are not of personal concern, or even think about
them. If they do, they have cheated themselves. Focusing on personal cultivation,
practitioners should constantly reflect whether wrongdoings have been committed. If
time is spent on cultivation, how will there be time to care about others? Practitioners
should firmly keep the mind unmoved regardless of what happens. They should focus
the mind and act like a wooden statue placed in a hall. The statue keeps still regardless
of whether the hall has no visitors or there are many visitors and flower offerings,
regardless of whether others offer praise or insults! Practitioners should not dwell on any
of these. Instead they should constantly reflect on their innate original nature.
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2017 Retreat Schedules

e 4% 7 (Editor's Room)

7@ Retreat H #% (Schedules)
1. | & A hxe JR R L A48 AR 1 — 18 E B B T3R5 RAT A
Monthly Offering to the Buddha | j:& - 2@ F S 457k 8 B R4k 0 M8 5 A% o
Ceremony 20174 2 A thik & B G T4 F -

01/29, 02/26, 03/26, 04/30, 05/27-28, 06/25, 07/30, 08/27,
09/03, 09/24, 10/29, 11/26, 12/31

In general, the Offering to the Buddha Ceremony is on the
last Sunday of every month, but it will be adjusted as
needed for special events. The above are the planned

dates for 2017.
2. | AFANRMEE ZA=t+xB(ZME) fhzE TE_M=—trz
Qing-min Ceremony to Pay =t Esn

Respectto Our Ancestors March 26 (Sun), 2:20 — 3:35pm, on which there will also

be an Offering to the Buddha Ceremony.

3. | AE+wHE F4EF B FA-t+<8 EME)ELEA=—+tAiB (2H—)
SRS EE May 26 (Fri) through May 29 (Mon), during which there
Thrice Yearning Ceremony and 5/28 - respectively.

4. | REFALAEE AAZRB(EHMA) EHhZ B TF_F—+42E =0
(PLEL9 A5 A) EEE X
Zhong_yuan Ceremony to Pay September 3 (Sun), 2:20 — 335pm, on which there will
Respect to Our Ancestors also be an Offering to the Buddha Ceremony

BRI LERFEN RS0 > BFFEZERMEFLARZIRE ©

The center’s retreat events for 2017 are tentatively scheduled as in the table above. We cordially
invite your participation. Please check the announcements that will appear online and in the Pure
Land Newsletter for any changes.

oL —2017 ABREMER

Announcement about 2017 Calendar and Other Dharma Items

o 4Gy xE (Editors Room)

AMEA BRI GIBRBETLALE  L2RFFELE RPEFZRFEFLEMPHE
2017 FEM RABERFEF CPRIEE » GOAGE - BEERFTHR o F9 » Kglk 3|
REBAPREHLEYMBE  THKRGRAM - BRI T EEE o
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We received several hundred copies of the beautifully printed 2017 Calendar and calendar sheets.
They are gifts from the Corporate Body of the Buddha Educational Foundational in Taipei, Taiwan, the
Amitabha Buddhist Society of USA in Sunnyvale, CA USA, and The Corporation Republic of Hwa Dzan
Society in Taipei, Taiwan. The calendar has Gregorian as well as Lunar date annotations in Chinese
and English. We also received a large quantity of bookmarks with Buddha image on the face and
Chinese knots hanging at the bottom end, solar-powered outdoor chanting devices, and scrolls of
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’'s image.

For all these items, we welcome interested individuals to stop by and get one while they last. As of this
Newsletter publication date, there have not been many Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’s image scrolls
remaining.

MELREREGRE
Avalokitesvara (Guanyin) Bodhisattva Statues Available for Request

® ¥ F (Editor's Room)

AEASFMRENMFLRER - LATANA SR
T EIEIEAAE C A TOETRA GRS L% o

h—BEFERERANY RS AL  ZEGBEEF %
Wil » EMBRARMESE o BREFKE © & H12%
wto JREBME 0 RTLH K65 X6A » EE
Koo RTHE SATXIOATX6SA s B—FEHRE
B2 EF(RRER) BT (32 RT)e

HIRTERBRILFARR  2RFEAEZER
T B E L S0 T o R A PR HEERFIE

Earlier this year, the center ordered Avalokitesvara (Guanyin)
Bodhisattva statues. They have arrived at the center from
Malaysia. There are seventy statues available for interested Dharma friends to request.

The statue is in a sitting position with nicely colored face and golden robe. It radiates beauty and
compassion as shown in the picture. Each statue is 12” tall with an oval base measured L X W
approximately 6.5" X 6"; with the packaging box it measures 15" X 9” X 6.5”. The gross weight (including
the box) of each statue is approximately 3.2 Kg (7 Ib).

The cost of making each statue, together with shipping, is US $50.00. Interested Dharma friends,
temples, and cultivation centers can contact the library via fax (630)-428-9961 or e-mail, with attention
to Cataloging.
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Upcoming Activity

® ;¥ w (Editor’s Room)

w7 % F A48 X 3% Garfield Park Conservatory #7364 Bt P l%ﬁ%éﬁ AR R
EZMERIT—TRERASZRAS H  ZEAEME O E=_ZHFRMEIIE - B
ALEPEE A 2017 F— A=+ —BEHATF+ 29 ﬁ-ﬁﬁiiﬁwb b B 3
ERREE c EL X URAWEARESH NS (RATFIREK—T)o

Last year, the center successfully assisted the Garfield Park Conservatory’s Chinese New Year festival,
which attracted more than 1,500 participants, the Park’s administration has invited the center, for the
third consecutive year, to assist them for the upcoming Chinese New Year celebration program. The
festival is scheduled for January 21, 2017 from 12:00pm through 4:00pm. Please refer to the attached
festival flyer on the last page from the park for details.

F AT 2016 F58) - &R BRI E R

Summary of 2016 Activities, Retreats, and Other Services

® ¥ 7w (Editor’'s Room)
FAR P ALALE

Qing-Ming and Zhong-Yuan Ceremonies of Paying Respect to Our Ancestors

AEALSFWAZR (EHB) AAAS+—8 (ZHA) #HZ8  2RRFTAZE
FRRKET ALAEEG  BRES]  RBT S ARAREHERMB LR 2 M
KR RABE o

The center held two Ceremonies of Paying Respect to Our Ancestors this year. The Spring (Qing-
Ming Festival) was held on April 3 (Sunday) and the Autumn (Zhong-Yuan Festival) on August 21
(Sunday). As usual, the center accepted requests from the participants to set up plaques for
transferring merits to their loved ones, alive or deceased.

2. A+ I T 58 e Bk B R P S (ACC) #9158 & A R AT R A48 535
Welcoming the Children and Group from the Amitofo Care Center (ACC) in Africa to Visit Our
Center Again

JEARbEZ 83 - FEMFTIRFE P BIR + & (ACC) MIE & » B AL LM B4 AaTR £ -
iy 2 ﬁn—}i@,l&%@zl”‘  BEA8 A15 8 (EH—) LF TR A S35 0 L A4

— : BRREmTEGBEARE REREHET
: JNIRE AR, © r;ﬂ]ﬁﬁ*ﬁ#*ﬁ%“l"@é’] 50 577
| 2R B REE Bl REEFNEeHHITRE
£ TEF LA IRE T 200 A5 0 — A%
MR FHREND G c MERELT
M A 4E 2016 S EBhA 6312 ACC IR & W Bh A4
RABBIRR T B o
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Invited by the
| center, the
children in

Amitofo Care
Center (ACC) in Africa, led by Venerable Huili, visited
the center again on August 15 while visiting the US and
Canada, and performing in the Chicago area. The ACC
children got together with the sponsors from the center
and the Greater Chicago Area, and interacted with the children at our center. In addition, more than
fifty senior friends from the Xilin Association came, and the Executive Director of the Chicago
Chapter of Tzu-Chi Foundation and may their volunteers
also joined to welcome this group; the latter also offered
vegetarian food for two hundred people. Director Lin
also handed over to the ACC Group the funds received
in 2016, which included the sponsorship of sixty-three
children by the center’s volunteers and some additional
donation.

| According to ACC Administration, currently, about
¥ twenty ACC young children are in Taiwan for post-
secondary education, and a similar number of children
are receiving higher education in their respective home
B countries in Africa.

Moved by the loving kindness of the center’s volunteers, Mr. James Wuang, one of our center’s
Dharma friends, announced during the event that he would donate the entire cost of bed frames for
the dorms at the new ACC facility in South Africa, which is under construction.

3 t=RAFERREEE

Celebration Retreat for the 13th Anniversary

REALZA=TAN -+ OBBEG T A FERAhEERT =L O REZET
HE o BB A R 0 FIRF R BT e R W FESBERTRARAS 2
FEERRF SMBEMEATRSFE o T AWESZI, SHRASHEN S FHENE
Ba -~ REEMNTEAT - ARZFABRMNES A FHAT RGBS MIBHESE » JEREIG o
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The center held a retreat to celebrate its 13™ anniversary on May 28 and 29, which included a Thrice
Yearning Ceremony. The ceremony was hosted by Venerable Wuling. We also invited Venerable
Minh Han, the Abbott Venerable of Quang Minh Temple in Chicago, who led many Vietnamese
friends to join the celebration. In addition, many Dharma friends from lowa, Champaign IL,
Columbus OH, and as far as Sydney Australia, came and joined the celebration and supported the
retreat.

AERXEEERG

Community and University Educational Services

KEE 5 5 R B LMI » B E TFREF S X LERNAT o FMeEEH AR
KEABRSPARMIS b TR ALk BRE  RBEEIRE  TELEAXE
BRERNBEHRBE » RHMZREAEH»FELMHIIF o

AFEZ A EY AL RAEERIBIT r PILEIR DR AL T r LHALHRERE 1 2
B R HEBEHRERR S ATXRE  BREWNERTEHY) ZLHOF 0 FRLZEH
A AP — B B B o

The center has been teaching Buddhism in this area for many years. This service has been
recognized by many educational institutions in the Greater Chicago Area. Often, students from
these institutions have come to the center to join the Sunday Morning Practice and listen to the
Dharma lectures. Additionally, the center has been invited to send volunteers to introduce Buddhism
and to share their experiences in practicing Buddhism with the teachers and students in various
classes.

In February and April, Venerable Wuling and a few volunteers were invited to classes at North
Center College (NCC) in Naperville and Elgin Community College to answer questions and share
their experiences in practicing Buddhism. They were warmly welcomed by the teachers and the
students.

- A 3 BT R P AT R A8 A A R
Vietnamese Friends’ Spring Walk Visit to the Center

M MAM—F—EOFFAEALEZS  ASF_RA+=8 (2H>) » gAAFESE
47 5 6 A AR — T A FS AT A KA B3 o IR R R - AR 24
TR BG » RSP R G o FRITEM LMK ERE R ZAAEELY » —RAVBKR
KAL) —F ZEATEHE - — A& o

The once-a-year activity by the Vietnamese friends, Spring Walk, took place on February 13. The
Abbott Venerable Minh-Hanh led more than one hundred Vietnamese Dharma friends and visited
the center. He led the group to prostrate to the Buddha, recite the Heart Sutra and the Rebirth to
the Pure Land Mantra, sing the Praise of Amitabha Buddha, and do walking Buddha-name chanting
meditation. Venerable Minh-Hanh and Director Lin exchanged gifts and jointly wished that everyone
would have a good year and practice more diligently.

Page 6 of 7



6. X 3% Garfield Park Conservatory PP # By BAIT-F2 &)

Assisted Garfield Park Conservatory to Hold the Chinese New Year Celebration Program

A3 A8+ KgAK Garfield Park Conservatory % P At4% B #0835 + 345 fu PR
WAL AR S S 0 EARAR S B R o B R AR AP BT
% FFRE - FETHR RERTAMF - ARDWERLERAEZH - —R
BT NIRRT o T MG EATA B AR AL T
WEMEWREAREH T E A T —adk o BadmAsst  $a#s8—F
BT S5 R R % 0 A B B o

On February 6, the center was once again invited by the Garfield Park Conservatory to support their
celebration program for the Chinese New Year. The center offered rich and fascinating programs,
including a Chinese Tea Ceremony demonstration, a Guzheng music performance by children, and
a Chinese Calligraphy demonstration. The center also invited the Xilin Art Academy Chicago to offer
Folk Dance of Xinjiang Province and the Art of Chinese Paper-cutting demonstration. These
performances provided a light taste of the Chinese traditional art and culture to the audience.
According to the Park Administration, over 1,500 people attended the celebration program.

2017 # Garfield Park Conservatory & B3 Bt & FEL
2017 Garfield Park Conservatory Chinese New Year Festival Announcement

Garfield Park Conservatory’s annual

CHINESE NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION!

2017, YEAR OF THE ROOSTER

Join us for demonstrations, family
activities, a participatory Dragon
Dance, a Lion Dance performance,
and much more!

Family Activities throughout the Conservatory
Make a lantern, learn your Chinese zodiac sign,
participate in the Kids’ Dragon Dance, blend

Chinese tea, water paint and more!

Tea Talk in the Community Room

presented by Mr. Bert T. Tan

and Pure Land Center volunteers

Kitty’s Program Dance and

Song in the Community Room

performed by Xilin Art N ==
Academy Chicago = [!\]
Calligraphy Demonstration

in the Community Room

by Pure Land Center sotu rdoy
Lion Dance and Procession
starts in Hort Hall, moves J A N U A RY : ! ]

throughout the Conservatory
Performed by Chicago

Chinatown Special Events 1 2p m _4p m

Al
Thank you to our Sponsors C \
D GARFIELD PARK CONSERVATORY
@ 300 N Central Park Ave, Chicago, IL 60624

www.garfieldpark.org

Page 7 of 7



