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Quote from Great Master Yinguang — Sincerely Chant Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’s Name
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New Year

Yean of the Dragon

Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva has broad and profound vows to extend help to whenever and wherever
sounds of suffering are heard. If one encounters any danger; for example, weapons, fire and flood,
famine, a swarm of locusts, epidemic, drought, robbery and burglary, revenge from feuds, violent
animals, poisonous snakes, demons, and tough illness from bad karmas; and if one can sincerely
repent all wrong-doings, begin doing good deeds to benefit others, and be continuously mindful of
Avalokitesvara, one will receive his compassionate protection and be out of the danger quickly.
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However, if one still has bad thoughts within, although one chants the Bodhisattva’s name, one will at
best merely plant a few good seeds for the future and not earn a quick response from the
Bodhisattva. This is because all Buddhas and bodhisattvas vow to help beings accomplish good
deeds. They will never help one fulfill wishes arising from bad thoughts. Therefore, if one does not
sincerely repent for wrong-doings, and foolishly expects one’s bad wishes to be fulfilled by chanting
the Buddhas and bodhisattvas’ names, one will never be successful. One should never have this
incorrect mindset.
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Photos from the Retreat in Australia, December 2011
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Memorial Hall for all Chinese Ancestors Director L|n and Co-director Tan photo with

Venerable Master Chin Kung
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Venerable Master Chin Kung chatted with Director Lin photo with Venerable Wu Dao

VIPs from Japan
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Director Lin photo with Venerable Wu Shin Director Lin and Co-director Tan photo with
and retreat volunteers Professor Xu and his family
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From the Readers — A Beautiful Photo to Share
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Time: On December 3, 2011 (Saturday), at approximately 18:34, during the retreat to
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Pure Land Learning College Association in
Australia

Place: Approximately 100 meters east of the meal tent of the celebration retreat on the
Campus of the South Queensland University, Toowoomba, Australia

Background: During the dinner break of retreat, | returned from a walk, stood, and looked into the far
west. | saw the golden sunset beam shining on the white pole tip of the meal tent
creating an especially pleasant scene for me to see.

| set the camera in my hand. Just at the same time when | finished focusing, another
glaring beam traveled across the middle of my composition and shot right into the sky.
When | pushed the shutter, a beautiful brightness appeared in front of my eyes.

In the middle of the photo, the sunset beam travels from the sky to the ground, peace
and harmony surrounded the meal tent. In the cloud, there seemed to be a small row
boat, and the rower was recognizable.

| cheered: Amidst the sea-vast assembly of bodhisattvas, Amitabha Buddha sails a
voyage of compassion toward enlightenment!

Namo Amituofo!

Humbly transcribed by Nagae Kiyoshi on December 15, 2011
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The celebration events for the tenth anniversary of the Pure Land Learning College Association in
Australia took place in Toowoomba, Queensland between November 29 and December 5, 2011. The
schedule included Buddhism lectures on November 29, 30 and December 1; a Thrice Yearning
Ceremony on December 2; a multifaith forum on December 3 and 4; and tours of the land lots
(purchased for building a future Amitabha Village and college buildings), two local parks, and a
shopping mall on December 5. The events during the first six days were held at the Clive Berghofer
Recreation Centre at the University of Southern Queensland (USQ). This year's celebration events
held the record of the most attendees. About 1300 people including three from the Amitabha
Buddhist Library in Chicago came from all over the world to attend the event.

My flight arrived at Brisbane airport at around 8 am on November 28. Two volunteer sisters from the
college were already waiting. Since many attendees came on that day, the two voluteers got up
around 4 am, took a ride and came to the airport at around 6 or 7 to pick us up. Venerable Wu Shin
himself came to welcome us. That same morning, Venerable Master Chin Kung's flight from Hong
Kong arrived sometime after 10 am. Venerable Wu Shin, Venerable Wu Dao, Venerable Wuling, and
many others stood in rows to welcome the Venerable Master. We also saw Teacher Hu Xiaolin and
Venerable Ding Hong.

Around noon, two charter buses took us to the Amitabha Buddhist Association in Brisbane for lunch.
The society was clean and quiet, and we visited the magnificent Ancestral Memorial Hall. Afterward,

the buses took us to the Pure Land Learning College Association in Toowoomba, which was about a
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two hour ride from Brisbane. The association was holding a Thrice Yearning Ceremony when we
arrived. | was fortunate, since | was assigned to stay in a house very close to the college, only one or
two minutes walk away. It was a single-family house rented by the college with five bedrooms.
During the events, seven people stayed in it, including myself. The college was clean, with its
buildings located tightly together. A large "Future Map of the World" as predicted by Gordon-Michael
Scallion hung on the outer wall of the Lecture Hall. After supper, the schedule and rules of the
celebration events were distributed. | was assigned to group fifteen, whose name was Patience.
One usage of the grouping was for the seating area assignment in the hall beginning the next day.

On the morning of November 29, we took buses to the Clive Berghofer Centre at USQ. The center is
a large gymnasium. A stage was raised in the center. Behind the curtains were an exhibition area
and an area to distribute Dharma materials such as books and DVDs. There were displays showing
the harmony of multiple religions, the relationship between natural disasters and humans' minds and
actions, a table of historical large-scale pandemics, and the architecture models of a future Amitabha
Village and college buildings. When facing the stage, three huge paintings of the Three Saints of the
Western Pure Land were hung in the center; another picture of Avalokiteshvara (Guan Yin)
Bodhisattva was on the right side, and a picture of Ksitagarbha (Earth Store) Bodhisattva on the left.
Huge posters of the teachings of multiple faiths in both Chinese and English language were hung
high on the walls on both left and right sides. The settings were properly done, neat, and solemn.

There were five lectures on November 29. In the first lecture, using a lesson recently learned by a
fellow practitioner in China, Venerable Wu Quan reminded us that when Amitabha Buddha comes to
take us to the Pure Land, we should leave everything behind and go with him regardless of the
location. Using the recent experience he had in helping Venerable Wu Fan to go to the Pure Land,
Venerable Wu Quan also taught us that, when helping a dying person chant Amitabha Buddha's
name, we should get close to (but never touch) the person's ear, and loudly and clearly chant each
syllable of Amitabha Buddha's name, so that the dying person could hear clearly and maintain the
proper mindfulness of Amitabha Buddha.

In the second lecture, the Venerable Master gave the current lecturing of Infinite Life Sutra in this hall,
instead of in the small studio in which only four or five attendees could fit as usually done, so all 1300
attendees could benefit from it. The Venerable Master said that from now on, he would practice the
method of "Delving deep in one direction, and pursuing it for a long time,” and lecture only on the
Infinite Life Sutra four hours a day. The complete lecture of this sutra will take about twelve to thirteen
hundred hours, thus it will take one year to finish lecturing on the entire sutra once.

In the third lecture, Venerable Wu Dao talked about his bitterness. He wanted to lecture on the sutras,
however, his teacher, the Venerable Master, asked him to lead Thrice Yearning Ceremonies for years.
His obeisance and following the teacher's instructions strictly, despite his own wishes, won my
respect. Venerable Wu Dao also realized that his teacher meant for him to delve deeply in the
Dharma way of performing Thrice Yearning Ceremonies.

In the fourth lecture, Venerable Ding Hong repented of his arrogance. He recalled not paying proper
respect to a senior Venerable while preparing a document, and later realized that it would not work
eventually if one only knows how to do work, but did not know how to work with people. Being
arrogant, only knowing how to do work without knowing how to respect people are also my
shortcomings. | regularly lack proper respect for my wife and children, and recently offended two
colleagues due to my lack of respectfulness. | thank Venerable Ding Hong very much for opening my
eyes to these shortcomings of mine! He also mentioned that it was very tiring to lecture for four hours
a day, and he was deeply moved by the Venerable Master for doing so at the age of eighty-five, and
said that he would follow the example set by the teacher.
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In the fifth lecture, using easily accessible words, combined with interesting stories about the
Venerable Master, and with a full smile on his face, Venerable Wu Shin lectured on the way to
resolve disasters.

Five lectures were given on November 30, by Venerable Wu Wei, the Venerable Master, Teacher Hu
Xiaolin, and Venerable Wu Shin. Teacher Hu's lectures were lively, down to the earth, and to the
point. He mentioned that the key is to hear every syllable of our chanting of Amitabha Buddha's name
clearly, and the quality of chanting is much more important than the quantity of the Buddha's name
chanted. He also mentioned that we should have a clear beneficiary when chanting, and the clearer
the better, and that we should be filial, and put our parents as the first beneficiaries of our chanting,
and that we should not be hypocritical in beginning by putting all the sentient beings as the
beneficiaries. This hit squarely on my shortcoming.

Four lectures were given on December 1, by Venerable Wu Sheng, the Venerable Master, and
Teacher Liu Suyun. Venerable Wu Sheng lectured on the Sutra of Ten Virtuous Conducts and told us
that only if we distance ourselves from greedy desires, could we obtain freedom from worldly cares,
and that we should treat every day as the last day of our lives, in striving to go further on the Dharma
way.

The Venerable Master taught us that our bodies, minds and feelings, are only one tiny fraction of our
true nature. Teacher Liu also gave down-to-earth lectures on her experience in the twenty years she
practiced Buddhism. She made us laugh out loud using the funny mistakes she made, such as
missing the bus stops multiple times while taking a bus. She told us that after the Venerable Master's
lectures mentioning her name made her famous, an overwhelming crowd came to visit her from dawn
to dusk every day, to the point that she did not even have time for meals. To further her practice, she
now has to live in a place unknown to the public and will have to move elsewhere once the place is
revealed. Using this experience, she admonished us that fame was detrimental to cultivation.

A Thrice Yearning Ceremony was held on December 2. As requested by many attendees, the
ceremonies of Taking Three Refuges and Taking Five Precepts were held afterward. Venerable Wu
Shin presided at the ceremonies and briefly explained their meanings.

December 3 was the first day of the multifaith forum. In the morning, the Venerable Master talked
about disasters and mentioned that from the law of cause and effect it is possible, and that the
number of large-scale disasters is increasing month to month this year. He mentioned that he
planned to work with the faith groups in Toowoomba and together with them would strive to make the
city an interfaith model for the world. And last, the Venerable Master welcomed all to immigrate to
Australia.

In the afternoon, youth representatives from multiple faiths had a dialog and a question and answer
session with the audience. In the evening, China Wugiao Acrobatic Troupes, a well-known acrobatic
troupe, gave an excellent performance.

December 4 was the second day of the multi-faith forum. The Zoroastrians still keep their promises
made more than several hundred years ago with the Indian people, and this won my respect. The
Baha'i thoughts on the importance of providing good education to the fetus are very similar to the
ones in traditional Chinese culture. At the end, the Venerable Master gave the closing speech.

Besides the lectures, | also learned a lot from the events. During the days at USQ all three meals
were delivered by volunteers. For lunch and dinner, the boxes were distributed to everyone in their
seats. For every meal, the volunteers first let the attendees finish the food, collected their boxes and
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eating utensils, and then had the food. At the beginning, when | saw the neat and professionally-
looking food-box, | thought it came from a restaurant. Later, at the association, | saw that it was the
volunteers who wiped the flat paper boxes clean, formed the boxes, put plastic inner boxes in, put the
rice and four to five dishes into the slots one by one, closed the boxes, wrapped the rubber bands
with chopsticks around the boxes, put every ten filled boxes into one plastic bag, and finally delivered
them in a truck to USQ. Every step involved the loving labor of the volunteers. Every day, the
volunteers packed 2600 boxes for lunch and dinner for the 1300 attendees, and the volunteers in the
kitchen prepared food for 3900 meals.

During the events, because there was so much work, the volunteer who were in charge of
videotaping the lectures and managing the AV equipments in the Lecture Hall in the association, as
well as printing the labels for the DVDs containing Dharma materials, did not have time to have meals
during regular meal time, so he just had some crackers or leftover bread. Since he was already very
tired, he worried that if he went to sleep in his bedroom, he could not get up in time and would delay
the morning practices in the Lecture Hall every day at 5 am, so he has been sleeping by sitting by the
work table in the attic of the Lecture Hall (which is his work place) for a few nights.

When | was about to leave, | was assigned to take a 4:30 am shuttle to the Brisbane airport. To
prevent me from missing the shuttle, the volunteer who informed me of the assignment came to my
house around that time to wake me up, sacrificing her own sleep.

The volunteers gave so much to us, willingly and without complaints, and at the same time, they
bowed deeply and humbly to us in the USQ hall and in the association.

On the shopping day, | noticed that as the Venerable Master told us, the local people are indeed
content and not greedy with their lives. The Grand Central Shopping Centre in the downtown with
nearly the most traffic closes at 5:30 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday.

| am deeply grateful to the Buddhas and bodhisattvas for arranging this event; to the devas for the
help and protection; to the Venerable Master for taking the long flight to help the sentient beings,
unite the religions and reduce disasters; to the Pure Land Learning College Association for the
planning, preparation, and implementation; to the Venerables and the teachers for the teachings; to
the volunteers for their unselfish dedication; to the fellow practitioners for their display of diligence; to
the bodhisattvas for their reminders and hints; to Sister Lin and Brother Tan in the library for their
sincere help; to the Australian Embassy for giving me the visa; to my supervisor at work for allowing
me to take the time off; to my wife and children for their support; and to other beings for their help.
Without them, it would have been impossible for me to attend this event and gain so much, without
any issue during the entire trip. | am ashamed for what | have achieved so far in the Dharma way, for
my laziness, selfishness, and lack of carefulness.

Happy New Year !
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