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Foremost Quotes from Great Master Yinguang — The Essence of the Five Precepts (2)
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From a lecture made by Great Master Yinguang at a retreat

s - WRAFELE - ETARE o bFEAM I fIvE « FAE T o A EEE -
AL BB o A —AL - B AHEE o ZRAEAT - A el - BEHREEE - R
SR BFEE - LEFIBEEAMYTET - HESHE - FEATEE - THEE o 4w
B REAL « BAFIT « HrEIRE - Rty - SASTHE - BARBRERZ o

9

al,

AR EZ &« REBRZFEF « CREZ - F LT o ok K2 - B FFRMA - 32

AT o B HE - AITHFEM - AAMG - BRIHE - AELIR - EEHES - HHGHR

Fo—YMEITER - THEBANE - BERE - BBRNEE - BRRL  c ARCHEE
fix

S FMBF - AGERBEAL c RTHFRKFE o WARENRE ©
No Stealing

When taking objects, the correct way is to only take what is given. Those who know what is ethically
right or wrong will not transgress this rule. We are not sages; who among us has not committed a
wrongdoing? One is easily driven by one’s emotions when craving arises. It is rare for one to reject
and run away quickly from a big interest like one runs away to avoid a poisonous snake or a scorpion.
Moreover, stealing is not limited to material objects. It also relates to having thoughts akin to stealing.
For example, for selfish reasons, one uses one’s power to damage or to take benefits from others, or
one is jealous of others’ wealth and likes to see others’ poverty. All of these are stealing.

In addition, on the surface one appears to be doing beneficial things, but in reality, lacks sincerity and
only makes a partial effort. For example, one establishes a tuition-free school, but does not select
teachers with high standards. Therefore, the students learn incorrectly or only partially. One donates
medications, but neglects to pay attention to whether the medication is really helpful and it leads to
recipients’ loss of health or life. One sees others’ urgent needs, but does not extend help in a timely
fashion and, thus, worsens the situation. One does everything with partial sincerity, does not care
about others’ well being or wastes public funds and damages interests of the public, and so on. All of
these are considered stealing. If everyone has a mind of stealing and behaves accordingly, society



will gradually become chaotic and the country will gradually lose order. Therefore, one must seriously
adhere to not stealing.
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Report —Celebration Retreat for the 10™ Anniversary and New Center Opening Completed

@ %% % (Editor's Room)

R+ AT R EGERE A REEEREEZGLAELA-TEWHEEEZ A=+AHE
AT o FmF S THE XMERREHRE -

The celebration retreat for the 10™ anniversary and new center opening on May 24 through 28, 2013
concluded well. Details can be found in Pictures and Narratives below as well as the article from a
Dharma friend who participated in the event.
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Announcement —Chung-Yuan Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors
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The center announced in the last issue of Pure Land News that beginning this year, the center would
hold twice every year the Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors in the spring and in the autumn
respectively.

The autumn ceremony for the Chung-Yuan Festival of this year will be held on August 25 (Sunday),
from 2:00pm to 3:30pm. August 25 will also be the day for the regular monthly meal offering to the
Buddha ceremony. We welcome all friends to join.
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Pictures and Narratives—Celebration Retreat for the 10" Anniversary and New Center Opening
Ceremony

A::?z’aﬁ (Prior to the Celebration Retreat) @ 4% %5 % (Editor's Room)
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In late April, Director Lin made a special trip to Hong
Kong to deliver, in person, the invitation card to
Venerable Master Chin Kung. Although he could not
come, he made a short speech specifically for the
Dharma friends in Chicago area as well as for those
in the North America in which he urged everyone to
simply be mindful of Amitabha Buddha.
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B F 3L 4% (In the Opening Ceremony)
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Director Lin delivered welcome address
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Guests took picture together after ribbon cutting
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Director Lin pictured together with the graduation
students of the DiZiGui class, the teacher, and parents
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Director General of Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in
Chicago addressed
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The students of DiZiGui class recited DiZiGui
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Director Lin pictured together with special guests after
the opening ceremon
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#} B. ;-4 (In the Retreat and after)
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Venerable Wu He pictured together with the Dharma
friends who took the Three Refuges during the

celebration event
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The retreat audience
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Many venerable joined the morning chanting practice
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The Thrice Yearning Ceremony retreat began

RGP AR AT AL
During ceremony, the hosts and venerable prepared to
prostrate in front of altar of the Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva

1B AT i BF 45 b AT K A
Venerable Wu Shin conducted the Meal Offering to the
Buddha Ceremony
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05/27/ 2013 Veren
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Venerable and instrument team pictured together after Little Bodhisattvas put palms together and pictured with
the retreat Venerable Wu Shin after the retreat
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From a Dharma Friend—Deep Affinity from the Ten Years, New Center Benefits All Dharma Friends
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Over the ten years, the library has provided library services to communities; circulated and distributed
Buddhist text and Dharma items; donated the Qianlong Great Buddhist Canon to academic and
research institutes worldwide; offered weekly services, Dharma lectures, and children’s classes as
well as Buddhism classes to prisoners at correctional centers in lllinois, and many other programs to
the general public. Late last year, conditions became mature and the new center’s site was selected -
at 1120 E. Ogden Avenue, Naperville, IL. After remodeling, a massive effort to move from the old
location, and preparation, we had the ceremony on the Memorial Day holiday weekend, May 25
through May 27, to celebrate the 10" anniversary and the opening of the new center.

Ten years, not a long time but by no means a short time, is adequate to allow an individual or an
organization to produce incredible results from their dedication, diligence, and focus on anything.
More than ten years ago, an opportunity exposed Director Lin to a Venerable Master Chin Kung’s
lecture on the Infinite Life Sutra. From there arose her interest in the Dharma and great respect for it.
She began to practice the Pure Land school teaching, study sutras, and circulate Dharma treasures.
Next, she rented a place and founded the Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago in May 2003. The
library had a chanting room. Many Dharma friends who also follow the Pure Land School teaching
began to gather together. These friends thus made good affinities with Amitabha Buddha.

Considering that its old name “Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago” had caused many people to

mistakenly think it has library services only, and to clarify that this is a center focused on practicing
Pure Land school teachings, its name was changed to “Pure Land Center and Buddhist Library.”
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In the Opening Ceremony on May 25, Director Lin first delivered a warm welcome. She also shared
with the guests all the services the center provided in the last ten years. This earned praise from
many participants. Ms. Judith Brodhead, the Councilwoman who represented Mr. George Pradel, the
Mayor of the City of Naperville, addressed her thanks to the center for its contribution to the
communities in promoting cultural diversity, cultural exchange, and Buddhist education. Mr. Pao Xuan
Ger, the Director General of Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in Chicago, then delivered his address.
He accredited the center’'s efforts and results of promoting Chinese culture worldwide. Ms. Karen
Dunford, the Naper Blvd. Library Manger, who represented the Executive Director of the Naperville
Public Library, also delivered her address and expressed the possibility to link the center to Naperville
Public Library’s website as a resource for Buddhist materials and services. Last, the Buddhist
representative, the president of the Pure Land Association in Yun-Ling, Taiwan, Venerable Wu He,
praised the center greatly during his address for its devotion in spreading the Dharma.

After the ribbon cutting was the children’s performance program to demonstrate the result of the
DiZiGui class. Chinese culture emphasizes moral education during childhood. DiZiGui has always
been the guiding book recommended by Venerable Master Chin Kung for children to begin to learn.
The center has followed the recommendation and offered children’s classes over many years. This
introduces the outstanding values of the Chinese culture and allows the continuation of these values
overseas in Chinese communities generations after generation. The children recited DiZiGui first,
followed by folk songs, violin music, martial arts of Tai Chi and Shao-Lin, flute music, Chinese Zheng
music, etc. Ms. Betti Xiang, a special guest and a famous Chinese musician, performed Erhu music.
The guests were captivated by her performance and enjoyed it deeply. This performance concluded
the celebration and the opening ceremony perfectly.

On May 26 & 27, the Center invited Venerable Wu Shin, the Executive Vice President of the Pure
Land Learning College Association in Australia and Venerable Wu He, the president of the Pure Land
Association in Yun-Ling, Taiwan to host the Thrice Yearning Ceremonies on the two days
respectively. There were more than a hundred participants. They included the Abbot Venerable Zhao
Xu from the Prajna Temple in Toronto Canada, the Abbot Venerable Minh Han from the Quang Minh
Temple in Chicago, Venerable Chang Le from the Gotama Temple in California, and many other
venerables and friends from Indiana; Wisconsin; Washington DC; Houston, Texas; Beijing, China;
and Nanjing, China. By following the awesome ceremonial procedures, we all prayed for peace and
harmony for the world beings. The procedures included meal offering, sutra recitation, Buddha name
chanting, repentance, vowing to become enlightened, etc. We all vowed to return to the fundamental
purity and clarity of our Buddha nature and for the world to become a Pure Land. May the great
compassion and Prajna of the Dharma accompany the Pure Land Center and Buddhist Library for its
many tens years to come to benefit ourselves as well as all others.

(Ms. Pei Cai came from Su Zhou, China; she joined the center in May, 2008)
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