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Quote from Great Master Yinguang — A Buddhist Should First Build the
Foundation of Being a Good Person
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To practice Buddhism, one must fulfill the responsibilities of a human being. Doing so, one will be
progressing in the correct direction. If one has not realized the eight virtues of filial piety, fraternal love,
loyalty, trustworthiness, courtesy, justice, integrity, and honor, then even if one appears to be
practicing Buddhism all the time, how could Buddhas help the person? Buddhism covers both
monastic rules and worldly rules. Therefore, parents will be kind to their children, children will be filial
to their parents, and everyone will live up to one’s responsibilities. Then, one can cultivate monastic
virtues. This is akin to constructing a high-rise building where one starts by building a good foundation.
The building can then be successfully constructed and will last a long time. If the foundation is weak,
the construction will fail before its completion. It is commonly said that a loyal person must be a filial
child. The same applies to being a good Buddhist. Once, the poet Juyi Bai asked Zen Master Niaoke
about the essence of Buddhism. The master replied, “Refrain from committing any evil and do all that
is good.”

PARMEERNE
Announcement — Ceremony to Pay Respect to Our Ancestors on Zhong-yuan Festival
® K 4F 4 7 (Editor's Room)
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This year, the Center will hold the autumn (Zhong-yuan Festival) Ceremony of Paying Respect to
Ancestors on August 24 (Sunday). The ceremony will be from 2:20pm to 3:35pm. We cordially

welcome everyone to join.

Because it will be during the Zhong-yuan Festival, the Center will accept requests from the
participants to set up plaques for transferring merits to their loved ones, alive or deceased.

Participants can stop by the Center to obtain the application form or download it from the Center’s
website. The applications must be received by August 16, 2013. Your cooperation and understanding
is appreciated.

This service is free; donations are always welcomed.
FASMEETREE—AA=TWH (£48)

09:30 — 11:00 | 1% F38 — Morning Practice

11:00 —12:00 | &% 14# — Offering to the Buddha Ceremony

12:10 -13:00 | %+ 3 —Lunch
FHZHEE-BREEZHE (KER)

Dharma Lecture on Visulizing Infinite Life Buddha Sutra by Director Lin
BAAZXRHME (BhEEF) (TR E)

Individual meetings with Venerable Wuling (registration required)

R OB R (FRRL)

14:00 — 14:20 | ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges conducted by Venerable Wuling
(registration required)

14:20-15:35 | AR
Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors

13:00 — 14:00

EHHE—2014 & B F R

Activity Report—Goodwill Mission 2014-From Taiwan with Love in Africa
® 4% 4 ¥ ¥ (Editor's Room)
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The performance of the African orphans in the Chicago area, which was a stop of the Goodwill
Mission 2014-From Taiwan with Love in Africa program, was successfully completed on July 24. The
Pure Land Center & Buddhist Library (our center) was the co-sponsor of this event.

The twelve children who performed were led by Venerable Huili and six sponsors from the Amitofo
Care Center (ACC) in Africa. Our center was one of the planners; therefore, it was well prepared for
this visit. In the morning of July 24, Director Lin, Co-director Tan, along with more than ten volunteers
from our center and their children accompanied the special guests to visit the famous Cantigny Park
in west suburban Chicago. The children climbed up on the tops of the tanks in the park and toured
the First Division Museum to experience the simulated battlefield conditions. Everyone enjoyed the
outing very much.

The children enjoyed the lunch with more than
twenty volunteers at our center. Director Lin
gathered our center's instrument team and,
together with the guests and others in the Center,
everyone prostrated to and praised the Buddha,
and chanted the Buddha’'s name. Director Lin also
invited Venerable Huili to give a short talk and the
¢ ACC children to introduce themselves. Everyone
enjoyed the time together.

For more activity details, please refer to the articles
from the readers at the end of this publication.

The ACC children’s visit greatly moved the volunteers of our center. A few volunteers have already
committed to long-term sponsorship of the children in the ACC. According to the information our
center received, to sponsor a child only requires US $240 for a year; this covers all their needs. For
those who are willing to sponsor African orphans, please visit the website of US Amitofo Charity
Center (US ACC) at http://www.acc.org.tw, or contact Venerable Manquan directly at (626) 264-2827
or via email at manquan108@gmail.com.
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From the Reader—Children from Amitofo Care Center Visited Chicago and Performed
e £ % (Ping Li)
e 240 /& %73¥ (Translation by Bert Tan)
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“Having friends visiting from far, what a joy it will be!”
On July 24, 2014, the Pure Land Center & Buddhist
Library received a special group visit all the way
from Africa. The group consisted of children from
the Amitofo Care Center (ACC) in Malawi, led by
Venerable Huili. The ACC was established in 2004
by Venerable Huili from Taiwan as a charitable
organization. It serves the orphans in Africa. The
first center was established in Malawi, which
currently provides homes for more than 300
orphans. Two other centers are in Lesotho and
Swaziland. The ACC fully understands “Instead of giving others fish, it would be better to teach them
how to fish.” Therefore, the ACC not only takes good care of the children, it also focuses on providing
them with a well-rounded education. Through the long-term nurturing of the children’s personalities,
knowledge, and skills, it is hoped that when grown, they will be able to wisely apply what they have
learned to help eliminate famine and poverty in Africa.

Every summer and winter break, Venerable Huili and the ACC volunteers take the children to visit
various countries where the children perform. They not only show their appreciation to the sponsors,
they also wish to remind people that there are still more orphans in Africa awaiting helping hands.
This is the first time the ACC children have come to North America to perform, which meant a lot to
the children. They grew up having learned both the traditional Chinese cultural education as well as
the Mahayana teachings. Everyone speaks fluent Chinese and is even capable of reciting Guidelines
for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) from memory' Their behavior was very courteous and proper.

The Pure Land Center & Buddhist Library, being the
co-sponsor for the ACC group’s visit and
performance in the Chicago area, arranged the
lodging for this group. Director Lin and Co-director
Tan brought the ACC group to Cantigny Park where
they were joined by some volunteers from the Pure
Land Center and their children. The children all
played together. The Pure Land Center also
prepared a delicious lunch for the ACC group.
These children never neglect their morning practice
and the evening practice even on trips. Being

== Mahayana Dharma friends, the Pure Land Center
also scheduled a short chantlng session. Together with these children, we all prostrated to and
praised the Buddha, and chanted the Buddha’s name. For the Pure Land Center volunteers, this was
a unique experience. Moreover, it enabled us to feel full of confidence and joy that the Buddhist
teachings can be widely spread and are taking root in Africa.

In the evening, the ACC performance began at seven o’clock in Wentz Hall of North Central College
in Naperville. There were eight hundred people in the audience from the Greater Chicago Area. The
energetic African dancing of the children, the accurate tones of their clear and well-enunciated
Chinese reading and singing, the powerful martial art movements of the children greatly impressed
the audience. The short video clips that were played along with their performance astonished and
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deeply moved the audience. In the approximately three-hour program, these twelve youngsters’
superb performance demonstrated to everyone their fruitful learning in the ACC within just a few
years. By seeing their performance, we sincerely praise the Venerables and the residential volunteers
in the ACC for their compassion and devotion in teaching these children.

We are very thankful to the ACC group for their having visited us. They reminded us that there are
many more children in Africa still in need of help and that there is a selfless group of individuals with
the bodhisattvas’ great compassionate mind devoted to helping change the conditions of poverty in
Africa. The ACC'’s website is: http://www.acc.org.tw.

From the Reader—A Unigue Experience

e Helen Mach & Brook Chan
This was a very unique and special occasion!!

On July 24, 2014, twelve children from Africa traveled to the Chicago area as part of the Goodwill
Mission 2014-From Taiwan with Love in Africa. These children were raised as orphans through the
Amitofo Care Center (ACC) and Venerable Huili due to poor living conditions in Africa. Under the care
of the ACC, the children were taught how to read and write Chinese. They also learned how to
practice Buddhism, Standards for Being a Good Student (Di Zi Gui), poems from the Tang dynasty,
Chinese martial arts, and singing.

In Chicagoland, the Pure Land Center and Buddhist
Library welcomed the children and Venerable Huili
by taking guests and members to Cantigny Park
where they took pictures with the tanks and visited
the museum and learned about the history of the
park. Upon leaving the park, guests and members
were provided lunch at our center. After lunch,
guests and members of our center participated in
chanting meditation after which the children
introduced themselves.

In the evening, the children put on an incredible
performance at Wentz Concert Hall at North Central
College. They sang songs in Chinese and
Taiwanese, and performed stories of the living conditions that children face in Africa. They also
demonstrated their martial art skills through an action-packed performance. At the end of the evening,
they sang “We are the World” on stage, and the children of the Di Zi Gui class of our center presented
flowers to the twelve children from Africa. The performances, particularly the stories that depicted the
living conditions and experiences of the children, evoked a lot of emotion of the hardships that they
face. It was touching to watch stories of how the children were cared for and taught at the ACC. In
addition, the martial arts performances were exciting to watch, and the children sang many songs
beautifully. The children of the ACC received a well-deserved round of applause for their great
performance and hard work.

Not only was the event fun to watch, but it was also eye-opening for the audience to see the
difficulties the children faced and their resilience as well as to witness the compassion of Venerable
Huili as he nurtured, cared for, and taught these children to become successful adults. Even though
these children face hard training they are still like other children, laughing, playing and joking around.
This event was an amazing experience. We learned about the difficult life of a child prior to ACC
homed the child. We cried over the hard times they had. We also laughed at their jokes. The Goodwill
Mission 2014 was a successful event.
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