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Quote from Great Master Lianchi — Meditate on Chanting in the Lotus Flower
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When prostrating to the Buddha, Pure Land school practitioners should imagine
themselves prostrating in a lotus flower and the Buddha acknowledging their prostrations.
Likewise, when chanting the Buddha’s name, practitioners should imagine themselves
chanting in a sitting position in a lotus flower while focused on chanting Amitabha
Buddha’s name and his escorting them from within the flower. In the past, two monastics
who meditated on the opening and closing of lotus flowers were successfully reborn to
the Pure Land World. Now, we are doing more by chanting the Buddha’s name. How
could we fail to be reborn to the Pure Land World?
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Director Lin visited Venerable Master Chin Kung. Director Lin visited Venerable Master Chin Kung.
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Announcement — Qing-Ming Festival Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors
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This year, the Center will hold the Spring (Qing-Ming Festival) Ceremony of Paying Respect to
Ancestors on March 26 (Sunday). The ceremony will be from 2:20pm to 3:35pm; in the morning
there will also be a Ceremony of Offering to the Buddhas. We cordially welcome everyone to
join.

The Center will, as usually, accept the participants to setup plaques for transferring merits to
and praying for their beloved ones, alive or deceased. Unless there are difficulties, applicants
themselves (or their immediate families) shall be present in the Ceremony.

Participants can stop by the Center to obtain the application form or download it from the
Center’s website. Because the time is short, applications must be received by March 18, 2017.
The Center will not be able to process the applications otherwise. This service is free; donation
is always welcomed.
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Agenda of Ceremonies of Offering to the Buddha and Paying Respect to Our Ancestors

09:30 — 11:00 | M F~3% — Morning Practice

11:00 - 12:00 | fi£ 1# — Offering to the Buddha Ceremony

12:10-12:50 | % 7 — Lunch
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12:50 —14:00 | Dharma Lecture on The Commentary Notes on Amitabha Sutra by
Patriarch Lianchi

14:00— 1420 | TR & AR
Break & prepare for the Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors

14:20 - 15:35 | 2484 7% — Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors
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Class Report — Completion of the Fundamentals of Confucianism Class ; Start of the
Learning from Liao Fan’s Four Lessons Class
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i ia Begun in the Fall of 2014, “The Fundamentals of

ﬁ k| Confucianism Class” has met as scheduled for

‘ more than two and half years and completed its
planned curriculum a few weeks ago. The class
was diligently attended by the teachers, students,
and parents. On February 26, following the
monthly Offering to the Buddha Ceremony, the
center held the graduation ceremony for the
students and the teachers. Director Lin awarded
the Certificate of Completion and the Certificate of
Participation to the students. She also presented
flowers to the teachers and the parents to thank
" them on behalf of the center.

Also, the “Learning from Liao Fan’s Four Lessons” class also began on February 26, 2017. This
class is designed to help students to better understand the law of cause and effect, and teaches
methods to regain control of and change one’s life. The class is taught by Ms. Jindan Yu, Ms.
Jenny Wong, and Ms. Annie Schaufenbuel. The class meets on every other Sunday 2:00 —
3:00pm, and is open for registration. Please refer to the registration information from the home
page of the center and enroll to participate.
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Activity Report — Visit of Taipei Economic and Culture Office of Chicago
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Soon after the Chinese New Year and the spring started, Mr. He, the Director General of the
Taipei Economic and Culture Office (TECO) in Chicago, Mr. Chen, the Deputy Director, and Mr.
Wang, the Chair of the Chinese Culture Center in Westmont, lllinois, visited the Pure Land
Center on February 7, 2017, to deliver a Chinese New Year blessing. Director Lin and a few
the center’s volunteers warmly welcomed them to the center. Several news reporters also came.

Because this was the first time these officers visited the center. Director Lin first gave them a
tour and introduced them the center’s facility and the collections. She then shared with about
the conditions thirteen years ago that resulted in the center’s establishment. Director Lin also
told them about the various teaching programs and services the center offers besides providing
the Buddhists’ practice on a regular basis. These included the weekly Dharma Talks on
Sundays, the “Di Zi Gui Class for Children,” the “Fundamentals of Confucianism Class,” and
the “Learning from the Liao Fan’s Four Lessons Class” which was about to start. The center
also offers the Buddhism classes to the Correctional Centers in lllinois, and lectures to nearby
community colleges upon invitation. These programs have brought significant impact to the
communities.

Furthermore, Director Lin also shared with them other community services the center has
offered. For example, recently the center assisted the Garfield Park Conservatory in planning
and organizing the Chinese New Year celebration program which attracted about 2,600 visitors.
The center also welcomed more than 160 Viethamese friends for their Spring Walk visit to the
center.
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Before the visitors left, the General Director, Mr. He, presented gifts to the center and posed
photos with Director Lin and the welcoming volunteers.
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Report — A Warm Welcome for Viethamese-American Friends’ Chinese New Year Visit

@ %% %= (Editor's Room)
I FEFHA - BATEGREASF—AWH (245) FAT —axHazda i
AMARKEEAR ~ 5740 c R RFE LM MR ERAMGFIACE - BARR
HhAB - AR ELE o

AL 2 1% » FEPAAT 6P HLAK B i Kk Z AR Bg
FETAEY o FEENAERE  KERMNB
RKREAFH—FE - - FFLBERMG
P R E RGBT S oA B NEE  EAH
ZHRBRRE Mg EL - A TE1EK
Tk BRI T o R KEH S H 0
ALCEBEMBTHFSOE%ET B4 G0 EM
B o —F—FWARTS  HARBREHA
AP EHE R o

Just as during the Spring Festivals in the past years, Venerable Minh Han, the Abbott of Quang
Ming Temple of Chicago, led a group of more than 160 Dharma friends to visit the Pure Land
Center on February 4, Saturday. Venerable Minh Han led them in chanting the Heart Sutra and
the Mantra of Rebirth to the Pure Land. The session was concluded with walking meditation
while chanting the Buddha’'s name.

After the group completed prostrating to the Buddha, Venerable Minh Han and Director Lin
exchanged gifts and jointly wished the friendship between the two centers would last for a long
time. Director Lin warmly invited our Vietnamese friends to come and join the weekly Sunday
morning practice and wished everyone a wonderful year. Both strongly hoped that through
everyone’s diligent practice, the Buddha-dharma would pass from generation after generation
and the world would become more peaceful. As the Vietnamese friends departed, they received
many Dharma gifts including chanting beads, Chinese knots with Buddha’s image, and Buddha
statues and image scrolls, which had been prepared by volunteers at the Center. The once- a-
year event thus ended with a very joyful atmosphere.
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Report — Chinese New Year Celebration in Garfield Park Conservatory
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On January 21, the center was invited by the Garfield Park
Conservatory to support their celebration program for the
Chinese New Year. The center also invited the Xilin Art
Academy Chicago to jointly offered rich and fascinating
programs, which included a Chinese Tea Ceremony
demonstration, guzheng and cello music performances by

— = ~ children, folk dances and
songs by children, and
| Chinese calligraphy
demonstrations.  These
performances provided a
| light taste of traditional
Chinese art and culture to
the audience. It was
reported that over 2,600 people attended the celebration
program.

Because of the excellent turnout, the coordinator of the
celebration program at the Garfield Park Conservatory wrote the center a special thank- you
note for offering such a wonderful, rich, and in-depth program. She has also invited the
center, for the fourth time, to collaboratively work with them on the next year’s program.
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