ad g&q& e

oA

7‘? 1 i@ A, Pure Land Newsletter
Ft+=H=O—AFX A Issue 72, July 2018

FrothE EI®E

"kif." 7

Y -
e

T

Pure Land Center & Buddhist Library BATA AR R
F 33k (Address): 1120 E. Ogden Avenue, Suite 108 E 4 Rk e
4 P Naperville, IL 60563, USA PR HmETE ;?g

\ T g
S0z

":} #8nk (Website): http://www.amitabhalibrary.org %f
& F 3% (Tel): (630) 428-9941 ~ 4 (Fax): (630) 428-9961 °
o | LT, L T ‘?‘-
s EEE T
PARBEETRE

Announcement — Ceremony to Pay Respect to Our Ancestors on Zhongyuan Festival
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This year, the center will hold the Autumn (Zhongyuan Festival) Ceremony of Paying Respect to
Ancestors on August 26 (Sunday). The ceremony will be from 2:20pm to 3:35pm. We cordially welcome
everyone to join. On the same day, there will be opportunities to Take the Three Refuges and to have
individual sessions with Venerable Wuling on learning and practicing Buddhism. There will be a limit of
four sessions for the individual sessions with fifteen minutes each. Registration will be necessary for
both the Refuge Ceremony and the individual sessions.

The center will accept requests from the participants to set up plaques for transferring merits to their
loved ones, alive or deceased. Unless there are difficulties, applicants (or their immediate families)
should be present at the ceremony.

Participants can stop by the center to obtain the application form or download it from the center’s
website. The applications must be received by August 18, 2018. Your cooperation and understanding
is appreciated.

This service is no charge; donations are always welcomed.
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09:30 — 11:00 | #B% F~3& — Morning Practice

11:00 — 12:00 | & 1% — Offering to the Buddha Ceremony

12:10-13:00 | & — Lunch
F R RHhEE - MTRREERYER (KERLELHA)

Dharma Lecture by Director Lin on the Commentary Notes on the Amitabha
13:00 — 14:00 | Sutra by Great Master Lianchi

BAZSHBIME (EHEF) (FRR L)

Individual sessions with Venerable Wuling (**registration required**)

w B SRR (T B)
14:00 — 14:20 | Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges conducted by Venerable Wuling
(**registration required**)

14:20 - 15:35 | FERA
Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors
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Continue to Sponsor the Children in the Amitofo Care Center (ACC) in Africa
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Since the August of 2014, the center has assisted and joined the invitation of the children in Amitofo
Care Center (ACC) in Africa to come to and perform in the United States and Canada. Over the years,
the volunteers and friends at the center have sponsored many ACC children, and the number has been
growing. As of August, 2017, sixty-four children have been sponsored via the center; while an individual
sponsored ten additional children. Also, during the ACC children’s visit in 2016, Mr. Wuang, a Dharma
friend of the center, committed donating the entire cost of bed frames for the dorms at the new ACC
facilities under construction in South Africa and other locations. These bed frames were delivered to
those sites in June and July, 2017, a total of 1,840 sets. The donation project was thus completed.
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According to the information provided by the ACC, to sponsor a child only requires US $240 for a year,
which covers all their needs. We welcome and highly encourage readers who have not signed up for a
sponsorship to give rise to love and compassion, and begin to sponsor these lovely children, and those
who have already begun to continue their sponsorship. For those who would like to begin or continue
the sponsorship, we ask that you send the check to the center on or before August 21, 2018. On the
check, please indicate your name, contact information, and how many ACC children you wish to
sponsor. We plan to send the received funds for 2018 to the ACC Group on or about August 31, 2018.
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Class Report — Completion of the Learning From Liao Fan’s Four Lessons Class; the New Di
Zi Gui Class Registration Starts
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Begun in February of 2017, the Learning from Liao Fan’s Four Lessons
class has met as scheduled for one and half years and completed its
planned curriculum a few weeks ago. The class was diligently attended
by the teachers, students, and parents. On June 24, following the
monthly Offering to the Buddha Ceremony, the center held the
| completion ceremony for the students and the teachers. Director Lin
i awarded the Certificate of Completion and the Certificate of Participation
4 to the students. She also presented flowers to the teachers and the
parents to thank them on behalf of the center. Venerable Wuling
delivered her congratulations to the students and the teachers and warm
encouragement to the students.

Also, the Di Zi Gui class, which was widely welcomed a few years ago
and was requested by many parents this time, will once again be offered
and begin on September 9, 2018. Registration for this class is now open.
' The class is taught in Chinese by Ms. Hui-chuan Weng, and Ms. Ping Li.
The class will meet on every other Sunday 2:00 — 3:00pm; there is no charge for the class and the
center will provide class materials, teas, and snacks during the sessions. We welcome all parents with
young children to refer to the registration information from the home page of the center and to enroll
their children.
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Visit to Venerable Master Chin Kung in Paris, France
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Through the active and enthusiastic arrangement by Venerable Wu Shin, Director Lin and Co-director
Tan visited Venerable Master Chin Kung in Paris, France in mid-July.

Venerable Master Chin Kung was in very high spirits. Although now over ninety, he continues to
dedicate himself to the promotion of world peace. During the chat, he explained that currently he spends
time meeting with the UNESCO Ambassadors from different countries to establish good relationships,
and thus to be able to begin promoting the Dharma and propagating love education.

Some students of Venerable Master Chin Kung, instructed by him, extracted from the sacred texts of
loving words from various religions and compiled them into a booklet titled God Loves All Beings with
the texts in both Chinese and English. Presently, Venerable Master Chin Kung lectures on this booklet
at UNESCO headquarters in Paris.

Several monastics and many volunteer Dharma friends have been taking care of Venerable Master
Chin Kung in Paris. Director Lin’s visit also received their warm hospitality.

These fellows organized the Association of Master Chin Kung’s Friends at UNESCO with Venerable
Master Chin Kung being the Permanent Honorary President. This organization is going to hold a 2018
International Peace Conference in Paris, France from September 15 through September 19, on the
theme “Seeking and Praying for World Peace and Stability Through Actualizing Religious Education.”
We also invite and welcome heartfelt Dharma friends to register and attend the conference.
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Report — Celebration Retreat for the 15™" Anniversary Completed
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With the help and support from Venerable Wu Shin, Venerable Wuling, many volunteers, and Dharma
friends, the celebration of the center’s 15" anniversary retreat on May 26 and 27, which culminated
with a Thrice Yearning Ceremony, was successfully completed.

For this retreat, we want to specially thank Venerable Wu Shin for his compassion and traveling from
Taiwan to host the Thrice Yearning Ceremony. We also wanted to thank Venerable Minh Han, the
Abbott of Quang Minh Temple in Chicago, who joined the celebration with many Viethamese Dharma
friends. There were also participants from as far as Australia, Maryland, Missouri, Indiana, and lowa.
All these friends’ enthusiasm helped make the retreat splendid.

During the retreat, Venerable Wuling conducted the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges for more
than ten Dharma friends including several children. Venerable Wu Shin also taught the instrument
team members how to effectively perform various Dharma instruments such that they will help
produce more awesome dynamics and rhythms when singing the music.

The newly-appointed Director of the Taipei Economic and Culture Office in Chicago, Mr. Huang, also
came and attended a part of the Offering to the Buddha Ceremony. At lunch time, he also delivered
his best wishes to Director Lin and all the friends he met at the center.

The purpose of the celebration retreat was, in addition to celebrating the center’s 15" anniversary, to
pray for good fortune for all the center’s volunteers, Dharma friends, and for all people in the world; to
dedicate the merit to all the victims of recent natural disasters and man-made disasters; and to
dedicate the merit to all sentient beings and hopefully to eliminate future disasters or lessen their
impacts. By doing so, we wanted to express our sincere thanks for all the good conditions and
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affinities that have allowed the center to be able to serve the public for the past fifteen years.

Details can also be found in pictures and narratives for this retreat below.
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Awesome Thrice Yearning Ceremony. Venerable Wu Shin hosted the Ceremony.
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Director of TECO and Director Lin exchanged gifts. Venerables blessed for everyone.
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Venerables, Director Huang of TECO, and Venerable Wu Shin gave wisdom words.

Director Lin, etc., photo together.
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