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Quote from Great Master Yinguang — Mindfulness of Buddha: Fulfill One’s
Responsibilities and Bear Sincerity
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What are the most important for mindfulness of Buddha are: fulfill one’s responsibilities, eradicate
incorrect thoughts and always be sincere, refrain from all that is evil, and practice all virtuous
conducts. Keep a good heart, say good words, and do good deeds. One who has the ability should
dedicate themselves to these practices; one who cannot do so should give rise to good intentions, or
encourage those who can to practice these good deeds. One who sees others doing so should
joyfully praise them. By doing so, one is also building up one’s verbal deeds.

If one does not have the ability to do good deeds and becomes jealous when seeing others do them,
one is behaving disingenuously, will take a toll on one’s lifespan and good fortune, and will not yield
any good results. One shall stop one’s disingenuous behavior and never be a hypocrite. Disingenuity
and hypocrisy are abhorred by all devas and nagas. If one has such a mind, one must correct it; if
one does not, one must be aware of this and never give rise to such a mind.
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Ninth Anniversary Celebration—an Advance Notice
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6/29/2012 (£ #1 & Friday)

PR EWEFIRE GERTRAT L TERET RO
M 4%.3Z) Check-in, venerable and participants
Please arrive between 10:00am and 4:00pm if at all possible
B ] | BRIE R R REE k6P B T
Evening | Welcome and brief speech by Venerable Wu Dao
6/30/2012 (£ #1>< Saturday) One-day chanting
Wb | 158 =Sy
Evening | Setup for Thrice Yearning Ceremony
711 & 7/2/2012 ZEHEA
(2#8 ~ — Sunday & Monday) | Thrice Yearning Ceremony
MARFE R BRARE R EENEE ()
Half-day tour and transportation to airport (Note)
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(Note: Due to venerables’ busy travel schedule, they must leave in the afternoon on July 3.
Therefore, we can only arrange a half-day tour.)
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Afternoon

7/03 (£ # = Tuesday)
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To coordinate with Venerable Wu Dao’s Dharma Propagation Tour schedule, the library’s ninth
anniversary celebration will be held on June 29 (Friday) through July 3 (Tuesday), 2012. The tentative
agenda is as above.

Details will be announced in the next issue of the Pure Land Newsletter, which is tentatively
scheduled for publication on or before April 30, 2012. We cordially invite all friends to participate in
this retreat.
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Report—the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges

@ L~ %% = (Editor's Room)
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The library’s most recent Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges completed perfectly on January 29,
2012. Fifteen Dharma friends participated in the ceremony, including nine adults and six little
Bodhisattvas [that is, children], and formally became students of the Buddha.

The ceremony was hosted by Venerable Wuling in both Chinese and English. The participants were
deeply moved when they heard Venerable Wuling lead them in reading the oath in Chinese. We invite
you to read the articles at the end of the newsletter, which are by three participants who describe their
feelings after completing the ceremony.
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Report — a Warm Welcome for Viethamese-American Friends’ Chinese New Year Visit
@ ¢ & F (Editor's Room)
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Venerable Minh Han and Director Lin led the group
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The Vietnamese friends Spring Festival temple visit to the library, which has taken place for several
years now, occurred this year on January 28, 2012. Venerable Minh Hanh, the Abbott of Quan Minh
temple, led more than one hundred and twenty Viethamese friends in three buses on this visit.
January 28, 2012 was the sixth day of the Chinese New Year; the sun was shinny, which was
unusual in winter in Chicago.

In the welcome speech, Director Lin said that disasters continued to occur in many places in the
world, but fortunately the Chicago area had been safe and peaceful in 2011. This is very special. She
encourages all Dharma friends continue to practice diligently to benefit ourselves as well as all others.

As Venerable Wuling had come to the library to host the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges,
Director Lin invited her to also provide a brief speech to the Vietnamese group.

Many library volunteers helped welcome the visitors. Among them Sister Ying Huang sincerely
reflected afterward that when she helped a Viethamese friend to pick up some items, this friend put
her palms together and sincerely said a few words to her. Although Sister Huang was not able to
understand what the friend said, she thought it must be an expression of appreciation. Sister Huang
immediately put her palms together in return. Sister Huang said, at that moment, she felt wonderful
even though they conversed in different languages.
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From the Reader—JiuHua Snapshot

@ (& 5+ (Layperson Chen)

Wandering freely in green mountains, | never
get that close to nature,

> e = | could have been such a simple and joyful
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X x 2w R When | reach JiuHua Mountain top, time
8 B B

ol sﬁ seems to stop.

. Sitting on a rock and | am waiting for my
serendipity or miracle.

There is your robe of lilac violate cloud, with
rainbows for tassels and lingering sunset for
jewelry.

There is your serene face! from a land of ultimate bliss.
Endless mountains and streams merge

Into the chest of your dharma body like one thin hair.

While bells in temple’s evening prayer are resonating the empty valley,
Your dharma message is resonating my empty mind.

For one still moment on the top of JiuHua cliff,

All by myself,

| got a hint of what you mean,

Pure Land is just a built-in mode of purest within.

Your love is fluttering around like a butterfly.

Peering up | see an old giant pine tree standing steady high,
its leaves touching a topaz blue sky,

Peering down a thousand foot cliff,

Miles and miles of misty valleys and hills extend into a place,
Where my eyesight cannot reach.

A E AR R
From the Reader—Returning to My Buddha

@ # 3 (Ping Li)
@ Fi1&%93F (Translated by Bert Tan)
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In one’s lifetime, there are always some memorable days. January 29, 2012, which was the sixth day
of the Chinese New Year, was a very special day to me. That day, |, together with several other
Dharma friends completed the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges.

The ceremony was held in the chanting room of Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago and witnessed
by Venerable Wuling who traveled here from Indiana to host this event. Sister Lin knew that we were
all beginners; she first explained to us the entire procedure. The process was simple yet serious.
Sister Lin served as the Master of Ceremony. We all knelt in front of the Buddha statues and
repeated the oath after Venerable Wuling. We vowed to follow the Buddha's teaching and to be
students of the Buddha. At that moment, nothing but Dharma joy was in my mind.

While | looked at the Certificate of Taking the Three Refuges after the Ceremony, | thought of the
experiences in recent years that | circled around in front of the Dharma gate. When | was young, |
often went to temples with family members. When | saw many solemnly beautiful Buddha statues, |
was filled with awe. | prostrated to every Buddha statue whenever seeing one, but | never knew why.
| guess | was more praying for their blessing by taking them as gods. At that stage, | did it solely for
superstition.

When | grew up and worked in cities by myself, | ran into unpleasant situations occasionally. | went to
temples, too, to prostrate to the Buddhas. By doing that, | was able to find a peaceful mind from the
solemnly beauty of the temple. Because of the longing for the pure and clear mind, | began to
develop some knowledge of the Dharma. But, | had a slow faculty, and did not have the affinity to
meet a good mentor. Facing the boundless Dharma, | neither knew where to start, nor did | know the
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method to use. That was just like that beautiful scenery in the near front | could see but not find the
route to it. This was the stage of loss because | was unable to find the entrance to the Dharma.

Before | came to the United States, my mother gave to me a few copies of Venerable Master Chin
Kung’s lecture DVDs. Thinking back now, my mother found me a great mentor. | sighed deeply after
watching these DVDs. The profound Dharma could be explained in such way that it was so easy to
understand. Moreover, it could be realized in simple daily affairs. Since | had the opportunity to listen
to the lectures by a great Venerable Master of the Pure Land School and like it very much, | surfed
the internet for a Pure Land center nearby my home. Buddhas help those who have affinities with
them. Luckily, | found the Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago. | have been learning the Dharma
from Director Lin and other Dharma friends since then.

After these many years immersing my eyes and ears in the Dharma, | understand that taking the
Three Refuges is merely a formality. More importantly going forward is to remind myself to always
live and practice by following the Buddha’s teaching. From now on, | would like to encourage mutually
the brothers and sisters to practice diligently. 1 hope the real Dharma will be long lasting and help
more sentient beings.

HERERIRSAF
From the Reader—After Taking the Three Refuges

@ 3% (Chloe Huang)
@ & t&n3F (Translated by Bert Tan)
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On January 29 after the morning practice, together
with several Dharma friends and a few little
bodhisattvas [that is, children], | took the Three
Refuges witnessed by Venerable Wuling. It was a
sacred condition and memorable, just as if it had
happened yesterday. Invited by Director Lin, |
briefly note my feeling. Since | have not written for
many years, please excuse me if | do not write well.

Actually, 1 had the opportunity to take the Three
Refuges two years ago. But, | knew little about
Buddhism; therefore, | did not consider it. At that
time, | did not even know what practice means.
Thinking back now, the conditions for me to take
Bk AARKREEBART X Z®EF ° the Three Refuges must not have matured.
Venerable Wuling lead the participants to read the

Oath. About a year ago, | accidentally listened to a
lecture by Sister Lin. Since then, | have rarely missed a Sunday’s lecture—what a progress! Although
| dare not say that | have made much progress in my practice, | believe my affinity with the Dharma
has grown stronger because as soon as | heard Sister Lin’s announcement that Venerable Wuling
would come to host the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges at the end of January, the thought of
taking the Three Refuges immediately arose in my mind.

| had never seen Venerable Wuling before and did not know that she was an American nun. Neither
did | know that all those who have taken the Three Refuges use the same Dharma name—Miaoyin.
Having gone through the process, | felt that the ceremony on January 29 was very special because of
these two characteristics.

Those who took part in the ceremony in Chinese wore chanting gown, prostrated to the Buddha
statues three times, kept in a high kneeling position, and repeated the oath after Venerable Wuling.
Venerable Wuling, who had just learned the Chinese version of the oath reading from Sister Lin and
Brother Tan, read the oath very clearly. We admired her greatly for her effort to memorize the oath for
us when we could not even read it fluently. In addition to admiration is deep appreciation of her spirit
to help us. Listening to her reading, with much effort, character by character the Chinese version of
the oath, we can imagine when the Dharma came to China from ancient India and then spread to
other parts of the world in different languages, those Buddhists had undertaken the same effort. We
should truly appreciate the affinity that enables us to easily listen to sutra lectures and recite sutras
now. Of course, practice by following the teaching is the most important.

Then, Venerable Wuling led the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges for a few little Bodhisattvas
in English. So, we listened to the oath twice. Once was in Chinese which was solemn and once in
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English which was simple and warm. The latter made me understand better the meaning of the oath.
Shielded by the good fortunes of Venerable Wuling and of those little bodhisattvas, our ceremony
was truly special.

Regarding the Dharma name Miaoyin which is shared by everybody, just like what Sister Lin said,
name is merely a label and we should not attach to it. Now, | feel that it does not matter whether |
have a Dharma name.

To conclude, this ceremony was completed perfectly. | hope we can all practice the Dharma well.

HERERIRSAF
From the Reader—After Taking the Three Refuges

@ 5% (Qun Lei)
@ & t&n3F (Translated by Bert Tan)
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The time and the place—January 28, 2012 in the Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago—will be the
most memorable in my life. The solemn moment | had waited for finally came to me at my age with no
confusion [that is, 40]—witnessed by Venerable Wuling, I, together with fourteen other friends,
completed the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges. Now, | can formally call myself a student of
the Buddha—Ilayperson Miaoyin.

Taking the Three Refuges at this time was what | expected very much and it came naturally. Back in
2001, when my husband and | were in Chicago, we accidentally ran across the lecture “Introduction
to Buddhism” by Venerable Master Chin Kung. He explained in the lecture that “Buddhism is the
education from the Buddha; it is the education for wisdom and enlightenment about the universe and
our life. This is the true face of Buddhism.” Having heard his explanation, we were deeply shocked.
Since then, we have been learning the Dharma from Venerable Master Chin Kung, and collected
many of his lecture CDs and other items. We were full of Dharma joy and felt pure and clear internally.
We also became vegetarian and developed the thought to take the Three Refuges. But there were
few temples in the United States. Furthermore, we really wanted to have the Ceremony of Taking the
Three Refuges witnessed by Venerable Master Chin Kung, and there were even fewer Pure Land
associations. My husband and | returned to China to work in 2004, carrying the wish to take the Three
Refuges back with us. We continued to look for a real Dharma teaching center and wished we could
take the Three Refuges at that center. In the years that followed, we were busy adapting to the
changes at work and in our living environment. Although we still claimed that we believed in the
Buddha's teaching, we were seriously polluted by the worldly afflictions physically and mentally. We
did not read sutras and were away from the teachings by sages. Severe crises occurred in our works
and life. The wish to take the Three Refuges sank into the sea.

At the end of 2009, for my daughter’s education, I, alone, brought her back to the United States to
attend senior high school. All | thought about was my work while my daughter attended boarding
school since the first grade. | rarely took care of her living and learning. But in 2009, | decided to
resign from work and took my daughter to the United States for schooling. | took this as a repayment
of a debt. | decided to accompany her until she entered a university. Then | would be totally free. The
first year, we were in Charlotte, NC. | was not able to fit well into a “mother’s” role and was very
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anxious. Our mother-daughter relationship was very hostile, and | was very upset and shouted at my
daughter everyday. | also complained a lot about my husband who stayed in China. The time was
very painful for me and I did not know how | could get through that year. In that situation, | completely
forgot the Dharma.

In February 2010, exactly one year ago, | took my daughter back in Chicago area for an interview
with a high school that provided boarding (I thought to “leave” her in the United States and then go
home to China because we were could barely live together). The two-hour flight back to Charlotte
was boring. My daughter, who had recently turned fourteen, suddenly asked me a question: “What is
meant by ‘form does not differ from emptiness and emptiness does not differ from form?”” | was very
surprised. Although the Heart Sutra was the first sutra | recited and memorized, and my fluency could
even allow me to recite it backward, | never mentioned it to her. Nor did | mention any Dharma ideas
to her. In fact, she did not know where the above text was from. She accidentally heard it and liked it.

When | told her that the text was from Heart Sutra, she began to ask me questions about the Dharma.
| felt ashamed as | had stopped practicing and learning the Dharma for seven or eight years.
Nevertheless, relying on the foundation | built when | was in Chicago, | tried very hard to remember
and just managed to talk to her on this topic for two hours. She and | had never had a common topic
to chat about, but now at this difficult age, suddenly we talked about the Dharma. | did not know how
to correctly react to this. Finally, though, we began to have a normal conversation.

To enable the conversation to continue, | resumed learning the Dharma after | returned home. |
began by listening to Venerable Master Chin Kung'’s lectures. (I felt very ashamed! | had not listened
to his lectures for seven or eight years). | was very lucky! | picked up the two series of Harmony
Saves Crises. | listened to the lectures for more than thirty times and was deeply awakened! | finally
realized why our so called “Buddhist family” (my husband and | have always been Buddhists) still had
had so many crises. It was because we never realized the Buddha'’s teaching in our life. In other
words, we did not establish the foundation to be good people.

The sages’ teaching in Chinese traditional culture could also have helped us establish the foundation
to be good people. We should not have blamed our daughter for her rebellious behaviors because
she reflected exactly how we had behaved. “When things are going against one’s expectation, one
should first reflect on oneself.” This is also the internal reflection in Dharma teaching. Instead of
examining my daughter, | began to self-reflect on and correct my own behavior. | began to practice Di
Zi Gui. | used my behaviors to encourage changes on her.

Very soon, our mother-daughter relationship significantly improved. Because | no longer opposed her,
she no longer resisted. Although we still did not communicate very much, we would talk about the
Dharma and the law of causality at the dining table or in the car. This also encouraged me to learn
more diligently. Therefore, | am very thankful to my daughter for she brought me back to the path of
learning and practicing Buddhism.

In the summer of 2011, we decided to move to Chicago. During the process of moving and settling
down, | had a joyful surprise—I found the Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago while surfing the
internet. The library is very close to my home. | had never participated in group practice because
when | was in China | was not able to tell whether a center was a real Dharma teaching center. Thus,
| had never entered one. | had always wished that | could practice in a Pure Land association which
follows Venerable Master Ching Kung’s teaching. Having resumed learning the Dharma, | expected
very much to be able to join a harmonious practice group and diligently practice Buddhism. Finally, |
had the opportunity.
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| have attended practice at the Amitabha Buddhist Library for almost half a year. There is no gossip
there. | have felt pure and clear physically and mentally, and have been full of Dharma joy. In addition,
my practice has been elevated considerably. | have influenced friends surrounding me and my family
atmosphere has become harmonious. | am thankful to Director Lin who provides us with a beautiful,
comfortable, and harmonious learning environment. | am also thankful to the Dharma friends for their
encouragement and dedication to serve the library voluntarily. When Director Lin told us that she
invited Venerable Wuling to host the Ceremony of Taking the Three Refuges on behalf of Venerable
Master Chin Kung, | was very excited. Having had the opportunity and affinity to begin learning the
Dharma from Venerable Master Chin Kung was lucky enough, now | could even be witnessed by him
to take the Three Refuges. This must be my good fortune accumulated over many lives.

| am very thankful and appreciate the wisdom and compassion of Venerable Master Chin Kung. The
value from the Chinese traditional culture he has been promoting treats the root cause of the il
behaviors and mindsets of people in today’s society. It can save thousands of families such as mine.
Moral levels are declining and disasters and crises are becoming increasingly severe. Many people
are not content with the situation, but all they do is complain, like I did in the past. Now, I listen to
Venerable Master Chin Kung’s lectures and recite sutras daily. | learned that a Buddhist must first
attain a harmonious mind, body, and family. Then, society will become harmonious, too.

Now | have taken the Three Refuges. | will learn the Dharma and practice more diligently, reflect and
correct my behaviors often, and realize the Dharma in my daily life. | will practice diligently the
precepts, the dhyana, and the prajna wisdom, and eradicate greed, anger, and ignorance from my
mind.

Finally, | want to once again express my thanks to Venerable Master Chin Kung, to Venerable Wuling,
to the Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago, to Director Lin, and to all the Dharma friends of the
center.

| sincerely wish:

The world will be enveloped in peace, and the sun and moon will shine clear and bright.
The weather will be seasonal, and there will be no disaster.

Nations will be prosperous, and there will be no need for soldiers or weapons.
People will abide by morality, accord with laws, and be kind, courteous, and humble.
There will be no theft or violence, and everyone will be treated justly.

The strong will not dominate the weak, and everyone will be well suited.

The real Dharma will be long-lasting and everyone will live in peace and happiness.
We all will be reborn in the Pure Land, and attain Buddhahood together.

Namo Amituofo!
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