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Quote from Great Master Yinguang—Buddha Name Chanting Practitioner Should Emphasize
on Building Faith and Making the Vow to be Reborn in Pure Land
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A Buddhist practitioner who practices Buddha-name Chanting should not also practice Zen Buddhism
because those who practice Zen method do not pay attention to building faith and making the vow to
be reborn in the Pure Land. Even though they practice chanting the Buddha’s name, they meditate on
who is chanting and wish to use this method to attain enlightenment. A person who is reborn in the
Pure Land will be enlightened with all afflictions cleansed and will be able to transcend the cycle of
death and rebirth. However, if one’s afflictions are not cleansed, then one will not be able to stop the
cycle of death and rebirth. Even worse, because now one does not have the faith and vow to be
reborn in the Pure Land, one will not receive the help from Amitabha Buddha to pull one out of the
cycle of death and rebirth. If one cannot rely on either oneself or Amitabha Buddha, how can one
transcend the cycle of death and rebirth? One must know that even a Bodhisattva who has recovered
his Dharmakaya must still rely on the help from Amitabha Buddha before attaining Buddhahood.
Knowing this, how can an ordinary person rely on oneself and not rely on Amitabha Buddha?
Although one’s thinking in this way is superior, practice in this way is not wise. One should be aware
that the difference in capabilities between Amitabha Buddha and an ordinary person is far more than
the difference between the sky and canyons.
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Report — Sponsoring Orphans Adopted by Amituofo Care Center
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Last year, our center sponsored the Goodwill Mission 2014-From Taiwan with Love in Africa Program.
The performance in the Greater Chicago Area by the orphans adopted by the Amituofo Care Center
in Africa (ACC) brought forward numerous responses and sponsorships from the audience.

The volunteers at our center dedicated their best effort to taking care of Venerable Huili, the six
sponsors of the ACC and the twelve children, and helped make their performance in July 2014 a
great success. They also joyfully praised highly Venerable Huili and the sponsors of the ACC for their
great compassion, and committed to sponsoring more than thirty orphans in the ACC beginning
September 2014.

This year, the members of our center are continuing their commitment to sponsoring the orphans in
the ACC; the sponsorship has increased to forty-one orphans. On September 10", the center sent the
ACC fund the fees for the forty-one children for one year and also a one-time donation.

According to the information our center received, to sponsor a child for one year only requires $240.
This amount covers all their needs including tuition and living expense. Our center would like to
encourage everyone to give rise to loving-kindness. For those who are wish to sponsor African
orphans, please visit the website of US Amitofo Charity Center (US ACC) at http://www.acc.org.tw,
contact our center to contact Venerable Manquan, or contact Venerable Manquan directly at (626)
264-2827 or via email at mailto:manquan108@gmail.com.
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Fundamental Chinese Culture Classes
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The two popular fundamental Chinese culture classes offered by our center, “Children’s Di Zi Gui
Class” and “Fundamentals of Confucianism”, have now begun. New students are still welcome to
register and attend the classes. Their session times are as follows:
“Children’s Di Zi Gui Class™: Held 4:00 — 5:15pm on every 2" and 4™ Saturday of the month
“Fundamentals of Confucianism”: Held 2:15 — 3:30pm on every 1% and 3™ Sunday of the month

There is no charge for the two classes, and all materials and supplies will be provided by the center.
We welcome all interested parents and friends to contact our center and enroll in the classes. Please
refer to our website for the class syllabi and schedules.
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2016 Calendar Announcement
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Our center just reserved 600 copies of the beautifully printed 2016 Reverence for Life Calendar and
Lotus Flower Calendar. These calendars have Gregorian as well as Lunar date annotations. The
Reverence for Life Calendar has annotations in both Chinese and English. It is estimated that the
shipment will arrive late November or early December of this year. For those who are interested,
please feel free to call us by that time and get one while they last.
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Report — Ceremony to Pay Respect to Our Ancestors at the Zhong-yuan Festival
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This year, the autumn (Zhong-yuan Festival) Ceremony of Offering to the Buddha and the Zhong-
yuan Festival Ceremony of Paying Respect to Ancestors held by our center was completed perfectly
on August 30 (Sunday).

This retreat had many participants who participated in the event with very sincere minds. As a result,
everyone experienced the Dharma joy from the retreat. The Director General, Mr. He, of Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office (TECO) in Chicago also appointed Director Chang as his representative
to come to the center to participate in the retreat. Director Chang greeted all the participants. Please
see a few pictures taken from the retreat below.
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