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Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago
Bi-Monthly Newsletter — January 2009
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Quote from Patriarch Ouyi
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The Buddha-name chanting method encompasses the teachings of all other Mahayana schools and

perfectly embraces all other methods that one can practice to attain Samadhi; yet, it is the simplest
and the most straight-forward to practice.

All other methods require that one understand a method completely and then practice it

For the Buddha-name chanting method, one needs to be constantly mindful of the Buddha-name,
practice solely this method, deeply believe that one can be reborn in the Pure Land and vow to do so
By taking the Buddha-name chanting as the major practice, and the Six Prajna-Paramitas as the

auxiliary practice, one is guaranteed to be reborn in the Pure Land

If one is having a competing mind, wanting to be number one, and trying to learn a great deal, one
may feel he or she is progressing when in reality one’s foundation becomes unstable, and thus, one
loses ground not only in Zen but in Pure Land as well!
A wise person must know and determine where he wants to be
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Continuing the Ksitagarbha Bodhisattva statue
donation program, in response to the requests
by many Viethnamese American Buddhists, the
library joined them in another project to make
Amitabha Buddha statues for distribution. The
first shipment of the statues is expected to
arrive at the United States in late March or
early April.

The statue is golden in color and is in a
standing position in the form of coming to
escort us to the Pure Land. Each statue weighs
2.6 — 2.8 Kg and is 19” tall with a base of
5.65” in diameter. The statue radiates beauty
and compassion as shown in the picture. The
cost of making each statue is US $27.00, and
shipping is about US $13.00; the total cost is
about US $40.00 each. Interested Dharma
friends, temples, and cultivation centers can
contact the library via fax (630)-428-9961 or e-
mail library@amitabhalibrary.org, with attention
to Edith Wong or Hui-chuan Weng.
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(Report — A Warm Welcome for Chinese
New Year Visitors)
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About 120 Vietnamese friends led by
Venerable, the Abbott of Minh Hanh temple,
accompanied by other three venerables visited
our library on January 31 (the sixth day of the
Chinese New Year). All of a sudden, the
Library became very lively!

Many Viethamese customs are very similar to
those of the Chinese. Vietnamese also
celebrate Chinese New Year. The Buddhists
are used to being led by the Abbott to visit
temples during New Years to pray for and
bless the New Year with peace.

When they arrived at the library, they entered
the chanting room first and paid homage to the
Buddha. Li-Su and Bert, the Director and Co-
director, told them the background of the
establishment of the library as well as the
library’s regular practice and Dharma activities.
This was the second time the Dharma friends
of the Quan Minh temple have visited us.
Because Abbott Minh Hanh notified us well in
advance, the library volunteers had prepared
many Dharma items such as Buddha’s pictures,
chanting beads, bookmarks with Buddha’'s
pictures, chanting machines, and Buddhist
texts for them. All the prepared items were
graciously accepted and everyone felt very
happy with visit.
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In the last issue of the newsletter, we reported
that the library was going to offer basic
Buddhism classes to the inmates of the
Stateville Correctional Center, one of the
maximum security facilities in lllinois. The class
formally began on January 17, 2009. Co-
Director Bert arrived at the center about forty
minutes before the class and went through the
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security procedures and was led to the
classroom by the Chaplaincy department
personnel. The bell rang and the inmates were
guided to the classroom by the Correctional
Center personnel—the long-awaited Buddhism
class finally began! Perhaps, they had not seen
an alien friend come to the center to offer
classes for | could also see the curiosity from
their eyes in addition to excitement.

The first topic of this lecture series is the basics
which include explaining the law of causality as
well as other subjects. The inmates and
Chaplain Peterson listened to the lecture very
attentively. Many inmates nodded often as they
“got it.” Chaplain Peterson was no exception
and asked many questions. Just before we
began working on this issue of the newsletter,
Bert received a two-page long thank-you letter
from an inmate who wrote on behalf of the
class.

At his moment of awakening, the Buddha
sighed and said that every sentient being
possesses the same wisdom and capacity as
that of a Tathagata, but is not able to witness it
simply because their wandering thoughts and
improper attachments prevent them from doing
so. Mencius said: “Losing one’s conscience is
just like that a tree is being chopped by an axe
everyday. Can the tree be beautiful after all
this?” These inmates committed serious crimes
because their consciences and Buddha nature
were corroded by bad environments and
conditions. Now, they have the opportunity to
learn the Dharma, to be showered by the
Dharma. Is this not because they had planted
good seeds and meritorious deeds, and now
the conditions are maturing? And since “the
Buddha never gives up any one” (and we are
all learning from the Buddha), how can we not
offer helping hands? We sincerely hope that
this class can provide the new students the
tools to create a new path for their future.

Based on the classroom feedback and Bert’s
own feeling about the class’s reaction, this trial
class is likely to continue and become a regular
program in the Stateville Correctional Center.
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The Day of the Visit
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One day before Super Bowl Sunday a large
crowd gathered at Amitabha Buddhist Library/
Temple in Chicago. There were two luxury
tour buses with approximately 125 people.

It was an awesome experience to be able to
welcome our guest. Holding the door open
and greeting almost everyone with hands
pressed together, a smile and an Amituofo
greeting. It was wonderful to have so many
people of faith come to Amitabha Buddhist
Library/Temple of Chicago. We made it on
their temple tour list. "Ten temples in ten
hours". They were in and out in less than 45
minutes.

After speaking with the daughter of the
organizer | was able to gather that they had
been up since 6:00am and had visited two Thai
temples already. They organize about one
month in advance for what seems to be a tour
or better yet a pilgrimage to pay homage to the
Buddhas of the Greater Chicago Land area.

The arrival was a bit earlier than expected
however, that did not take away from the
excitement of seeing so many people of faith
walking  through the doors of our
temple. When they arrived they all went with
purpose directly inside the chanting hall. Very
quietly and respectfully they listened to their
Venerable talk in Viethamese. Then with one
voice they all chanted Amitabha in Vietnamese
and completed three full prostrations. Bert Tan
gave a summary of how the Library/Temple
came to be in existence. The youngest listener
looked about three years old and the oldest
looked about 73. People from all ages came
to pay homage to Amitabha Buddha.

Amitabha Buddhist Library was able to give
away many Dharma items. Even though we
did not have too much in Vietnamese for their
yearly pilgrimage, the people still found
Dharma items that were useful. What a great
day :)
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