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Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago
Bi-Monthly Newsletter — July 2008
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Quote from Patriarch Ouyi
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Being mindful of Buddha Amitabha to seek for rebirth in the Pure Land is a method that
perfectly and completely embraces hundreds and thousands of other methods, not that it
excludes others.

This method must be practiced with dedication, diligence, and focus. Use this method as the
main practice and others such as upholding the precepts, attaining Dhyana, and realizing
Prajna as auxiliary practices. Combining the main course with auxiliaries in the practice is like
sailing downwind while rowing and pulling the ropes. Doing so, we will be at the shore soon.
There are many methods to practice mindfulness of Buddha Amitabha; name chanting is the
most convenient. There are many methods to practice Buddha name chanting; counting the
chants is the most reliable.
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In mid-July we received notification from the
Neng Chin Society in Pin-Tung Taiwan, the
most recently ordered 600 Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva statues are completed and ready
for free distribution.

Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva has the most
compassionate vow. To promote this
fundamental Dharma wheel for filial piety and
for respecting teachers and elders, to pray for
a reduction of disasters in the world, and to
pray for good fortune for the victims and
survivors, the library, together with Neng Chin
Society, the Dharma friends in Taiwan, the
Vietnamese American Dharma friends, and
many friends from other places dedicated
much effort to make Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva
statues for free distribution. According to the
record from Neng Chin Society, as of the end
of June, 2008, nearly one thousand statues
have been distributed globally.

The statue has an octagon base with a
diameter of 5.5” x 5.5” and a height of 11.5” tall
with the monk’s crosier or 9.25” without. The
statue looks respectfully beautiful and
compassionate. We respectfully include its
picture for reference.

Interested Dharma friends, temples, and
cultivation centers can contact Neng Chin
Society in Taiwan directly to request a statue.
The contact information of Neng Chin Society
is as follows:

Neng Chin Society

77 Ming-Chuan Road
Ping Tung, Taiwan

Attn: Mr. Wei-Mao Chen

Tel: (886)-8-7764248
Fax: (886)-8-7322144

Alternatively, you can also contact the library
via fax (630)-428-9961 or e-mail
library@amitabhalibrary.org, with attention to
Edith Wong or Hui-chuan Weng.
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(3: B 2 £ 89 30 B 2 & Z & o The respectfully

beautiful Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva’s statue.)
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Registration for the Children’s Buddhism
Class and the Chinese Culture and
Language Class for Parents and Children
Begins
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The popular “Children’s Buddhism Class” and
“Bilingual Chinese Culture and Language
Class” will begin once again in the fall.
Registration is currently underway.

The three-semester long “Children’s Buddhism
Class” will be taught by Ms. Weng. The class
will begin in mid-September 2008 and end in
December 2009. The class is for children aged
five to eleven and will be taught in Chinese.
The ninety-minute classes will meet at four PM
on every other Saturday. Children aged six and
under must be accompanied by a parent in the
classroom. Children above age six can attend
the class without their parents.

The “Chinese Culture and Language Class” is
taught by Ms. Stephanie Shinfan Chang and is
also three semesters long. The class will also
begin in mid-September 2008 and end in
December 2009. The class is for children aged
four to twelve. Children six and under must be
accompanied by a parent in the classroom.
The class will be taught in English. The fifty-
minute classes will meet at two PM on every
other Sunday.

There is no charge for the above classes, and
all materials and supplies will be provided by
the library. We welcome all parents who have
children in the above age groups to enroll their
children by using the attached registration form.

£ 76 B B The Lotus Fitchien

Materials:

Recipe offered by a Vietnamese
Monk

2 cups premium short or medium grain brown rice (organic preferred)

4 cups warm water
1/2 tsp roasted sea salt powder

1. Washing the rice — Pour the rice into a big wash bowl; pour cold water over it and swirl your hand around slightly.
Drain the water and leave the rice in the bowl. The point here is to not handle the rice too much.
2. Soaking the rice — Pour 4 cups of warm water over the rice and soak it for 2 hours. Soaking helps to soften the

rice and cut down on cooking time.

3. Cooking (with a clay pot and gas stove) — Pour all the rice soaking water into the pot and add the salt. Cover the
pot and bring the water to a boil. Gently pour in the rice; cover the pot and bring the water and rice back to a boil.
Turn off the stove and let the rice sit for fifteen minutes. After the fifteen minutes, turn on the stove to low heat and

cook the rice for twenty to thirty minutes.

4. Rice ready? — It's ready when the water has dried and the top of the rice has a slightly darker color. To be safe,
get a spoonful from the center of the rice; if the rice is moist and the water is dry, it is ready.

Note that when boiling rice water or rice and water, it will foam and overflow easily. So, you may want to stand watch for
the first a few times. Every pot and stove are different; it may take you a few times to determine the accurate cooking time.
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&Lk (5-11 1K)
Buddhism Classes for Children (aged 5 — 11)

2L ZhdERFREEE

Wheve:  mitabha Buddhist Library in Chicage
2753-2755 W. Maple (venue
Liste, TL 60532

B B - 04:00 — 05:30 AM

When: Every other Saturday (£ A, 58 _LZR)

B H:  9/20/2008
Starts: FaAyFAEE T
Detailed c lass schedules on the reverse side

FAL: TR
Topics: Dizeguei (How to be a good child and student)
Fbh: 7 EH

Teacher: Ms. Hui-Chuan Weng

EM: SREAR FAHAORLAME o
FEREHFBIN=R, BLER E o
3R 4% & FHEF E B 48 R 1% 5 (630-416-9488)

Registration: Free of charge. Please use the form on the reverse side.
Due 3 days before respective session start date.

Mail the registration, or fax it to (630)-416-9488

(Continue on next page)



REPEPFEOHMEREAC—11R)
Buddhism Class for Children Schedules (2008 — 2009) (ages 5—11)

E # Dates #» T M, Dizeguey

09/20/08 | 44k ~ N B2 (Introduction; Filial Piety)

10/04/08 | A R Z (Filial Piety)

10/18/08 | A B Z (Filial Piety)

11/01/08 | A A Z (Filial Piety)

11/15/06 & B % (Be a Brother)

12/06/06 & B (Be a Brother)

12/20/06 & A1 ~ 2 (Be a Brother; Be Prudent on Speech)

01/10/09 3% (Be Prudent on Speech)

01/24/09 #¢ (Be Prudent on Speech

)
Be Prudent on Speech)
)

(
02/07/09 | %% (
02/21/09 3% (Be Prudent on Speech
03/07/09 1% (Be Trustworthy)
03/21/09 1% (Be Trustworthy)
04/04/09 | 1z (Be Trustworthy)
04/18/09 | 1% ~ IR & (Be Trustworthy; Be Kind to People)
05/02/09 | A& % (Be Kind to People)

05/16/09 | A& # (Be Kind to People)

09/19/09 | A& 4 (Be Kind to People)

10/03/09 A& & ~ #1= (Be Kind to People; Be Compassionate)

10/17/09 | #31= ~ & /1 % X (Be Compassionate; Use the Remaining Energy to Learn Other Things)

10/31/09 | #& /1 % 3 (Use the Remaining Energy to Learn Other Things)

11/14/09 | #& /1 % 3 (Use the Remaining Energy to Learn Other Things)

12/05/09 #h 715 L~ 4848 ¥ (Use the Remaining Energy to Learn Other Things; Summary Review)

12/19/09 | 4248 & (Summary Review)

Student | English Parent’'s Name
Name | Chinese

Address
Tel.

E-mail

Remarks
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AL HTARTL2EIE (412 K)
Chinese Culture (DiZiGui) Class for
Parents and Children (ages 4 — 12)

o, EL:
Where:

B R
When:

B 45 B H7 -

Starts:

Topics:

2 6P

Teacher:

Bh3L:

Teaching Assistants:

2

ZhetERFREZE
(mitabfia Buddhist Librany in Chicage
2753-2755 W. Maple (uvenue

Lisle, 7L 60532

02:00 - 2:50 PM
Every other Saturday (£ # H , 528 _L )

9/21/2008
FaoOdMFERD
Detailed c lass schedules on the reverse side

5o TR
DiziGui
(Standards for Being a Good Student and Child)

RES
Shinfan Stephanie Chang

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Laughlin

SRR, BORLAEHEZE -

R EORELEAME
FEREHLIW=R, B3R E o

IR 4 R GH T 2 B Z 45 X 1% E (630-416-9488)

(Continue on next page)
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Registration: Free of charge. Voluntary donations (to the library) are
welcome. Please use the form on the reverse side. Due 3 days
before respective session start date. Mail the registration, or
fax it to (630)-416-9488.

Children ages 12 and above are welcome to serve as assistants or as big
brothers and sisters. Three-year-old and younger children can also
participate with parents.

FRAZ @A Class Introduction:

Goals: help children (ages four and above) and parents learn DiZiGui or ‘Standards for Being a
Good Student and Child.” Students will also learn to recognize some Chinese characters, sing songs
in Chinese and practice simple Chinese conversation during role-play. DiZiGui is being taught in
all of the Chinese schools in Malaysia and many public schools in Taiwan. Thousands of children
in China are also benefited from learning DiZiGui, which is found to be able to strengthen
children’s memory capacity.

Method of teaching: Students will learn to recite text in Chinese. Instructions and explanations
will be provided in English. Pictures, stories, and role-plays will be used to illustrate the concepts,
and re-enforced by discussions.

#HEARE: FIERT FRYIRRLE~NEXFRAT) AREREE - HABR - B2
M BEFE MBS, RAZTHARNEDERETHREIRAR - PTANHFTLLEEL
BB BRQEN T XERAREEF S DR LER - ATEHERE R TLL
BARTR - HZTREISRIAGERR B AR EMNE LR S BAZTNRT, LHEH
TEHFERMRM.

BEFE AREEY T FARTORAS TR o FFRAR A - HF  REHBH TR

REEHTRNES c LA MBBLE P TRAEIRTHSE (Fldo : FEXF oAk
FUERMN £ RA) SAMELECLYRE— L THFT  ABRAZHTREHBEY T X o

Please email sf7chang@hotmail.com or laughlin.bp@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions.

(Continue on next page)
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Chinese Culture Class for Parents and Children (2008 — 2009)

(ages 4—12)
E # Dates T, DiZiGui
09/21/08 | Outline; At home, Be Dutiful to My Parents (2@%; s N B
9/28/08 At home, Be Dutiful to My Parents (X Bl Z)
10/12/08 | At home, Be Dutiful to My Parents (\ B %)
10/26/08 | At home, Be Dutiful to My Parents (\ B] Z)/Review
11/02/06 | Standards for a Younger Brother When Away from Home (& B 1)
11/16/06 Standards for a Younger Brother When Away from Home (i B 1)
12/7/06 Standards for a Younger Brother When Away from Home (ki B]#% ~ 2#)/Review
01/11/09 | Be Cautious in My Daily Life (3£)
01/25/09 | Be Cautious in My Daily Life (3£)
02/08/09 | Be Cautious in My Daily Life (3£)
02/22/09 | Be Cautious in My Daily Life (Z£)/Review
03/08/09 Be Trustworthy (1%)
03/22/09 Be Trustworthy (1%)
04/19/09 | Be Trustworthy (4% )/Review
05/03/09 | Love All Equally (R4 &)
05/17/09 | Love All Equally (R4 &)
09/20/09 Love All Equally (iR & . )/Review
10/04/09 Be Close to and Learn from People of Virtue and Compassion (#,1=)
10/18/09 Be Close to and Learn from People of Virtue and Compassion (#,1=)
10/31/09 After all the Above Are Accomplished, | Should Study Further and Learn... Literature (£& /7 % )
11/15/09 After all the Above Are Accomplished, | Should Study Further and Learn... Literature (£& /7 % )
12/6/09 Summary Review (4848 F )

English Parent’s Name

Chinese

Address

Tel.

E-mail

Remarks
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