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Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago
Bi-Monthly Newsletter — March 2009
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Quote from Patriarch Ouyi
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If one wants to quickly free of the suffering in samsara, there is no method better than mindfully
chanting the Buddha-name and seeking rebirth in the Land of Ultimate bliss.
If one wants to be certain of attaining rebirth in the Land of Ultimate Bliss, there is nothing better than
being led by belief as the guard and driven by vow as the whip.
If one’s belief is firm and vow is earnest, even if the person chants the Buddha-name with a scattered
mind, this person can still be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
If one’s belief is not sincere and vow is not resolute, even if the person chants with One Mind
Undisturbed, this person still will not be able to be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

What is belief? First, one believes in the power of the vows of Buddha Amitabha. Second, one
believes in the teachings of Buddha Sakyamuni. Third, one believes in the extolment by all the
Buddhas in the six directions.

When people of integrity in this world do not speak any untruthful words, how would Buddha
Amitabha, Buddha Sakyamouni, and all the Buddhas in the six directions do so? If one cannot
believe these Buddhas words, this person cannot be saved.
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What is vow? At all time, one feels aversion to the sufferings of the samsara of the Saha World and
believes and yearns for the Bodhi bliss in the Western Pure Land.
When one does a deed, if it is a good one, then the one dedicates the merit to rebirth in the Western
Pure Land; if it is a bad one, then the one repents and vows to be reborn in the Western Pure Land.
One has no other aspirations. This is vow.

When one has both belief and vow, mindfully chanting the Buddha-name to attain rebirth [in the
Western Pure Land] is the main practice, and correcting wrongdoings and cultivating good deeds is
the auxiliary practice.

(To be continued in the next Issue)
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The library has a limited number of
volunteers and cannot provide recycling
services for used sutras, books,
audio/video media, or other Dharma items.
We ask you to please respect this
announcement. We also ask that you
respect and appreciate the volunteers for
their hard work and dedication in serving
the library and the public.

Despite the library’s previous announcements

that WE DO NOT RECYCLE USED
BOOKS AND DHARMA ITEMS and the

earnest request that people not bring these
items to the library, many people continue to
do so. This creates problems that are beyond
the library’s abilities to handle.

Again, we ask that you respect the volunteers
and the library. If you have used items, please
re-circulate them yourself. DO NOT leave them
at the library and cause extra work for our busy
volunteers. Thank you for your understanding
and cooperation. Amituofo!
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(Announcement—Supporting the
Construction of the Amitabha Buddha
Statue at Donglin Temple)
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http://www.donqlin.orq/paqe/coIB juanzen.php.
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In response to requests from local Dharma
friends to support the construction of the
Buddha statue at Donglin temple, the place
where the first Pure Land center was
established, the first donation was wired to
Donglin temple in February.

If you are interested in supporting this project,
please contact Donglin temple in China directly
at http://www.donglin.org/page/colB_juanzen.php. The
telephone numbers of the fund-raising
committee at Donglin temple are 0792-
8893056 and 0792-8909057.

For your convenience, you can also send your
donation to the library and the library will be
happy to forward it to Donglin temple on your
behalf. If you decide to do so, please make the
check payable to Amitabha Buddhist Library
with a note indicating it is for this project.

Please note that the library will set up a special
account for this project. The donations will be
sent to Donglin temple in China periodically.
Donors will receive an acknowledgement for
the specified donation. (Please note that the
donation is not for the library and therefore
we cannot issue receipt for tax deduction.)
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Statues for Free Distribution)
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The first shipment of the respectfully-produced
Amitabha Buddha statues by our library arrived
in Taiwan at the end of February. They have
been given to a few Dharma centers in Taiwan
for distribution. The second shipment is
expected to arrive at the United States in early
May.

The golden statue depicts Amitabha Buddha
the standing position of coming to escort us to
the Western Pure Land. Each statue weighs
about six pounds and is 19” tall with a 5.65”
base. The statue radiates beauty and
compassion as shown in the picture. The cost
of making each statue is US$27.00, and
shipping is about US$13.00 making the actual
cost to the library about US$40.00. Interested
Dharma friends, temples, and cultivation
centers can contact the library via fax (630)-
428-9961 or e-mail library@amitabhalibrary.orqg,

with attention to Edith Wong or Hui-chuan
Weng.
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(Update Report — Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva
Statues for Free Distribution)
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Tel: 886-8-7664248
Fax: 886-8-7322144

Supported by Bodhisattvas and compassionate
Dharma friends, the joint program by the library
and the Neng Chin Society in Ping Tung,
Taiwan to produce Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva
statues for distribution was able to continue.
Recently, once again the library and the Neng
Chin Society jointly ordered many Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva statues, which have now been
completed. We can continue to distribute them
to the friends who are interested.

Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva has the most
compassionate vow. To promote this
fundamental Dharma wheel for filial piety and
for respecting teachers and elders, to pray for
a reduction of disasters in the world, and to
pray for good fortune for the victims and
survivors of the disasters, in the last two years
the library, together with Neng Chin Society,
the Dharma friends in Taiwan and in the United
States, and many friends from other places
worked very hard to produce these Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva statues for distribution. To date,
there have been over one thousand statues
distributed globally.

The statue has an octagon base with a
diameter of 5.5” x 5.5” and a height of 11.5” tall
with the monk’s crosier or 9.25” without it. The
statue  looks serenely beautiful and
compassionate. We respectfully include its
picture for reference.

Interested Dharma friends, temples, and
cultivation centers can contact Neng Chin
Society in Taiwan directly to request a statue.
The contact information of Neng Chin Society
is as follows:

Neng Chin Society

77 Ming-Chuan Road
Ping Tung, Taiwan

Attn: Mr. Wei-Mao Chen
Tel: (886)-8-7764248
Fax: (886)-8-7322144

Alternatively, you can also contact the library
via fax (630)-428-9961 or e-malil
library@amitabhalibrary.org, with attention to
Edith Wong or Hui-chuan Weng.
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(ME 1%75/\%2;1 i@.l;%é%g X e Dlrector Lin was
presenting her essay in the Forum.)
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The Second World Buddhist Forum was begun
on March 28 at Wuxi, China and completed on
April 1 at Taipei, Taiwan. Director Lin was
invited to participate the Forum and to submit
an article to give a speech. The article was
selected and published in the “Collection of
Essays of the Second World Buddhist Forum.”

(BN ARG B EHE Lk AR — A b ARl £
1# - The 264 feet tall Sakyamuni Buddha Statue at
Ling-shan, Wuxi.)

Light of Dharma Treasure—Collation,
Preservation, Research, and Promotion
of Tripitaka

—Report on My Six-year Experience of
Propagating the Tripitaka

If you are interested, please visit
http://www.amitabhalibrary.org/Classes/Notes/other/Ligh
t-of-Dharma-Treasure-Eng.pdf

to view the article. Also, you are welcome to
request a printed copy by e-mail
library@amitabhalibrary.org or fax (630)-428-
9961.
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The library’s sixth anniversary one-
day retreat schedule is on the next

page.
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Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago
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One-day Retreat for the 6™ Anniversary Celebration
2009F5RA248 ( Z#48 ) : May 24 (Sunday), 2009

5 824 8 : &1k E1453%4 Retreat Schedule
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Where:  Amitabha Buddhist Library In Chicago
2753 — 2755 W. Maple Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
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1 Incense Amitabha Sutra Recitation, Chanting, and Meditation

 # A ARBIFTEE (Potluck) 2o suly RAT

Potluck Lunch | potluck Lunch (moved up from 5/31)
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Lecture by Director Lin: “A Composition Urging the
Generation of the Bodhi-mind,” by Master Xing-an (Part I)

Part Il will be continued on 5/31/2009.
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Lectures
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2" Incense Praise of Amitabha Buddha, Chanting, and Meditation
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