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Amitabha Buddhist Library in Chicago
Bi-Monthly Newsletter — September 2009
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Quote from Patriarch Yinguang—Praising the Uniquene  ss of the Pure Land School
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The Pure Land method is so inclusive that no one and no method is left out.
The method fits beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels. It is also suitable for people at all levels
of the ability to receive the Dharma teaching.
It is easy to practice and succeed in; the effort is simple yet the result is quick.
It enables one in this present life to transcend oneself out of the samsara and recover one’s Dharma
body [ Dharmakaya ] without having to go through many kalpas.

It is a unique method in the Thus Come One’s [ Tathagata’s ] Dharma teaching; it is the key and a
short cut among all methods that one can uphold and practice to liberate oneself from all sufferings.

Because the Pure Land method also relies on Amitabha Buddha’s compassionate vows to help all

sentient beings, the benefits of practicing it differ enormously from those of other methods that rely

solely on one’s own effort.

Therefore, even those who have committed bad karmas and are about to fall into the Avici Hell can
still attain rebirth in the Pure Land if they can be sincerely mindful of the Amitabha Buddha and chant
his name ten times.

The Bodhisattvas who have attained samyak-sambodhi still make the Ten Great vows and practice
them to be reborn in the Pure Land.

Therefore, the Pure Land method is the ultimate method, from beginning to end, practiced by the
Buddhas in all directions and in the three periods to attain Buddhahood and to help all sentient beings.
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Special Announcement—Tyhoon Morakot Flood Relief

® &4 ¥ (Editor's Room)
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Typhoon Morakot on August 8" brought disasters to the southern part of Taiwan. The library began
accepting and forwarding donations in mid-August, and has forwarded the first two collections of the
donations to Taiwan at the end of August and in mid-September respectively. The recovery work will
take a long time and needs continuous help. We hope that everybody can continue to extend their
compassionate hands to help the victims to rebuild their homes.

Amituofo!
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Announcement—Dharma Items for Distribution

e & H4a (Cataloging Team)
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At the end of August, we received another shipment of Dharma items for free distribution. They
include recorded lectures by Venerable Master Chin Kung on the Avatamsaka Sutra in DVD format
(lectures are in Chinese), Dharani sheet and its companion golden sand, and a variety of Dharma
texts in English. If you are interested in any of these items, please follow the recently introduced
Dharma Items Request Policy and Procedures to obtain them.
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Announcement—Children’s Buddhism Class Meeting Time Change
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The third semester of the Children’s Buddhism Class taught by Ms. Hui-Chuan Weng began in late
September. As requested by the students, the class time will be changed and to beginat 3:30 pm and
end at 5:00 pm, which are pulled up by half an hour. The class dates, every other Saturday, stay the
same. We apologize if this change causes any inconvenience. Also, we are still accepting
registrations to the class.
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